
Make a list of some ways that corporate, or group, prayer helps in 
spiritual formation.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Do you pray differently in a group than when you pray alone? 
Explain. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Look up these verses. Do they apply only to individual Christians, 
or also to many believers in a church praying together as a group? 
 
 
Romans 12:12 
 
 
 
Ephesians 6:18-20 
 
 
 
Philippians 4:4-7 
 
 
 
Colossians 4:2-4 
 
 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

Spiritual Formation 
Withdrawal: Corporate Prayer 
Acts 12:1-19          February 1, 2015 
 
Why refer to prayer as a discipline of withdrawal?  
 

Prayer is communication with God without distraction . 
 

Bowing our heads  to seek God’s favor  

Lifting our eyes  to focus on God’s mercy  

Bending our knees  to submit to God’s will 

Opening our arms  to embrace God’s truth  

Tuning our ears  to hear God’s voice  

Quieting our hearts  to feel God’s love  

 
In the book of Acts, we read about the church praying together on 
three different occasions. 
 
Acts 1:14-15  120 people praying with the apostles 

• waiting for the Spirit’s power (1:8)  

• seeking direction  from God’s Word (1:16)  

• making decisions  in prayer (1:24) 

 

Acts 4:23-31  two ordinary men (4:13) and others in prayer 

• facing threats (see 4:3, 18 and 21) with boldness 

o in word and deed  (4:29-30) 

o in the name of Jesus (4:30) 

o by the filling of the Holy Spirit (4:31) 

• praying for everything except safety 

 
 

Acts 12:1-19  the church at prayer for Peter who’s in prison 
 



The inciting incident by an evil  king (Acts 12:1-4) 
 

King Herod Agrippa I, grandson of Herod the Great who killed 
the innocents (Matt. 2:16), and nephew of his uncle Herod 
Antipas who killed John the Baptizer (Matt. 14:6-12). 
 

This King Herod killed James and threw Peter in prison. 
 
The impending crisis for the early church (Acts 12:5-6) 
 

The church was earnestly  praying to God for Peter 
 

Time is running out but prayer  is going up! 
 
The Lord’s miraculous rescue mission (Acts 12:7-11) 
 

Peter is not worried, he’s sleeping 
 

Peter doesn’t have a clue, thinks he’s dreaming 
 

Peter finally understands, but is left standing in the street. 
 
The rescue mission was an answer to prayer (Acts 12:12-17) 
 

Humorous mistakes  and stubborn  unbelief are no obstacle 
to the power of God in a praying church! 
 

Peter’s important instructions and strategic retreat 
 
The tyrant’s downfall and God’s judgment (Acts 12:18-23) 
 
Postscript (Acts 12:24) 
“But the word of God continued to increase and spread.” 
 
 
APPLICATIONS 

1) Desperate times should be matched with fervent prayer. 
2) Whenever we are out of time, out of ideas, or out of plans 

it is a great time to pray (see 2 Chronicles 20:12). 
3) Group or corporate prayer strengthens the body of Christ 

and encourages the whole church, advancing the gospel. 
 
 

NOTE: go to the church’s website under the ‘podcast’ and today’s 
sermon, click on ‘listen’ then ‘extras’ to read an article about the 
role of prayer in revivals from the late 1700s to early 1900s. 

L i f e G r o u p  H o m e w o r k  
 
What insight, observation, or principle did you find eye-opening, 
helpful, or troubling? 
 
 
 
Choose the best match for each statement from the verses below. 
(Write the letter in the blank beside the statement.) 
 

Bowing our heads to seek God’s favor     ____ 
 
Lifting our eyes to focus on God’s mercy     ____ 
 
Bending our knees to submit to God’s will ____ 
 
Opening our arms to embrace God’s truth  ____ 
 
Tuning our ears to hear God’s voice   ____ 
 
Quieting our hearts to feel God’s love   ____ 

 

a) Psa. 119:47-48  b) Psa. 95:6  c) Psa. 131:1-2  d) Phil. 2:10-11  
e) Psalm 121:1-2  f) 1 Kings 19:11-12 
 
 
 
 
Read Acts 13:1-3. List some similarities to the church’s practice of 
prayer in Acts 1.  
 
 
 
 
In Acts 12, what motivated Herod to kill James and arrest Peter? 
 
 
 
 
What was the conflict between Herod and the apostles, and the 
church, all about? Was it political? Spiritual? Neither? Both? 
 
 
 


