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1. Is ethnic and national Israel hopelessly fallen? 

a. No! God has a plan. He always  does. 
i. Non-Jews provoke Jews to envy 
ii. Salvation extends to the cosmos  (11:12, 15) 
iii. God’s blessing, spiritual  riches reach Gentiles 
iv. Israel’s fullness will bring even greater blessing 

b. Paul’s role in God’s plan for Israel 
i. He’s gung-ho to save some  Jews 
ii. Jewish acceptance  of Christ is the end game 
iii. Two illustrations of set-apartness (Romans 1:7) 

1. First part of the dough and the rest 
2. Root of the tree and branches 

2. An extended parable of God’s salvation  plan 
a. The parable of the olive tree explained 

i. One tree of all who participate in God’s blessing 
ii. One supporting root of all the branches (Gen. 12:3) 
iii. Three  kinds of branches (Romans 10:9-10) 

1. Natural, ethnic Jews believing in Christ (remmant) 
2. Natural, ethnic Jews who don’t believe (Israel) 
3. Wild , ethnic non-Jews believing in Christ 

 

        

b. The parable applied 
i. All believers in Christ are nourished by the Abrahamic 

blessing, God’s covenant promises, even non-Jews 
 

ii. To all Christians of non-Jewish ethnicity  
1. Don’t be boastful 
2. Don’t be arrogant 
3. Be faith full (2 Corinthians 13:5) 
4. Be fearful  (Psalm 130:3-4) 

iii. God’s character is consistent to all  peoples 
1. Sternness  to Israel fallen from faith in Christ 
2. Kindness  to persevering believers in Christ 
3. A stern warning about presuming God’s kindness 

a. God’s kindness is not earned  
(Titus 3:4-5) 

b. God’s kindness leads us to repentance  
(Romans 2:4) 

4. Grace for Jewish re-inclusion in God’s blessing  
 

 
     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sojournerministries.com/main/11-resources/25-the-remnant-of-israel 
 

We should love the Jewish people. Support Jewish 
evangelism. Make Jewish friends. Share Christ with Jewish 
people. And pray for them to believe in Jesus the Messiah. 
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Paul uses the olive tree (see figure 2) to magnificently illustrate his point (Rom 
11:16-24). The tree itself should be identified as the traditional dispensational 
“place of blessing”, or better, “God’s household” (Eph. 2:19), or better still,if 
clumsier, “a saving program…based on Israel’s covenants.”[7] The roots which 
nourish the tree are the unconditional covenants given to Israel, prominently, the 
Abrahamic Covenant from which the other covenants flow. There are three types 
of branches, two of which are natural, one of which is unnatural. The natural 
branches both represent ethnic Israel, one branch of which is the believing 
remnant, the other, the unbelieving majority. The unbelieving Jewish branches 
are broken off (see figure 3). The believing Jewish branches remain. Unnatural 
branches, representing believing Gentiles, are grafted into the tree, God’s place 
of blessing, His covenantal saving program. The believing Jewish and Gentile 
branches adhere to the tree by means of faith in Messiah. 

 He warns the Gentile branches not to boast against the Jewish branches that 
were cut off through their unbelief. Those branches are currently being “stored in 
water,” kept moist for sovereign reinclusion at a later date (see figure4). The tree 
is certainly roomy enough for every branch. It needn’t be stressed that 
recently engrafted Gentile branches need only look across the tree to see the 
mighty, ancient Jewish branches of the remnant which for 
millennia have been developing on the tree, original recipients of the rich 
covenantal nourishment. 

Paul  provides the reason for the unnatural branches’ recent inclusion in the tree. 
Gentiles have been saved in order to provoke unbelieving Jews to jealousy 
(Rom. 11:11-15). God’s cycle of evangelism is here laid out: Jews stumble 
in unbelief, therefore Gentiles respond to God, Gentiles provoke 
Jews, therefore Jews respond to God. A win/win situation is created, and God’s 
faithfulness to His covenant people is vindicated before the cosmos. 

 The olive tree of Rom. 11:16-24 is the most detailed functional illustration in 
Scripture of the relationship of the Church to Israel and Gentile believers to 
Jewish believers. 

 


