
Clinging to God When Plans Change 
Romans 15:23-33       October 18, 2015 
 
BIG IDEA: Hold on tightly to God but hold on loosely to your plans 
as you minister and bring Christ’s blessing to others. 
 
1. Face to face visits  are ministry (15:23-24) 

a. Romans 1:8-15 
i. Letters  are okay, but visits are better 
ii. Use video chat, talk, text by phone or computer 

b. Our good plans hinge  upon God’s will (15:28-29) 
 

2. Financial  gifts are ministry (15:25-27) 
a. Paul worked hard at serving  the saints” (15:25) 
b. A practical expression of fellowship ” (15:26) 
c. Some gave out of “extreme poverty” (2 Cor. 8:1-5)  
d. “Remember the poor ” is apostolic calling (Gal. 2:9-10) 
e. All who are blessed are obligated to share w/others (15:27) 
f. Spiritual stuff  and material ministry both ‘count’ (15:27) 
g. Financial aid  is “giving and receiving” (Phil. 4:15) 
h. Paul’s apostolic involvement in the offering 

i. collecting (1 Cor. 16:1-4)  
ii. leading (Acts 20:4) 
iii. delivering  (15:28a) 

 
3. Prayer  is ministry (15:30-33) 

a. To the brothers and sisters “Please  pray” 
i. Struggling  alongside in prayer (Col. 4:12) 
ii. Two requests 

o Rescue  and reception in Judea 
o Joy and refreshment  in Rome 

b. The God of peace (2 Thes. 3:16; Rom.16:20) 
 

L i f e G r o u p  H o m e w o r k  
 

Do you have a blessing list—ministry you would like to accomplish 
if God allows? Write one or two things that are on your list. 
 

_____________________        _____________________ 
 
 

1. Read Acts 21:10-14. What did Agabus tell Paul would happen 
when he arrived in Jerusalem? How did Paul’s friends react? 
What was Paul’s reaction? What did they finally decide? 

 
 

2. Read Acts 21:17-19. What kind of reception did Paul receive 
from the Jerusalem church leaders when he arrived?  
 
 

3. Read Acts 21:27-29. What did the Jewish (non-Christian) 
opposition to Paul do to stir up trouble? 
 
 

4. Read Acts 21:30-36. How serious did the situation become 
and who intervened to save Paul’s life?  
 
 

5. Read Acts 23:11. What assurance did Jesus give to Paul that 
he would reach Rome eventually? 
 
 

6. Paul was arrested, saved from a plot on his life, moved to 
Caesarea, jailed for two years, tried before three different 
rulers, and finally shipwrecked before he reached Rome.  
How is that an answer to prayer? 

 
 
 
Circle the ministry that you feel most able to do to bless others 

VISITING              GIVING                   PRAYING 
Make a plan! Tell someone what you will do and when you’ll do it, 
if the Lord allows. 


