
2.  agree/disagree 
Accepting one another as Christ accepts us is the key for all 
healthy communication in church. Without this, nothing works. 

 
 

3.  Look up the five verses below the graphic and read them in 
context. NOTE: four are found in letters addressed to churches 
and the last one to Jesus’ disciples in the gospel of Luke.  

 
According to http://ricklove.net/?p=2541 healthy conversations 
move from left to right on this chart. Discuss this as a group. 

 

 
  
 

 

4.  Our problems today are far removed from the Jewish and 
Gentile controversies of the early church (Rom. 14:1-15:13). 

 

 Which one of the following principles do you think is most 
helpful for today’s challenges in our church? (choose one or 
write another principle) 

 
£ Consciously honor the Lord Jesus in everything (14:6-8) 

 

£ Resist judging another’s personal convictions (14:10-12) 
 

£ Pursue peace and mutual edification (14:19) 
 

£ Live your faith before God; don’t flaunt freedom (14:21-23) 
 

£ ______________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________ 

Who’s That Singing Next to You? 
Romans 15:7-13        October 4,2015 
 

 
 

INTRODUCTION: 
In the parable of the workers in the vineyard (Matt. 20:1-16) the 
complaint is that “you have made them equal to us” (Matt. 20:12). 
 

Jesus asks, “Are you envious because I am generous?” (20:15). 
The workers held a view of God’s justice deeply rooted in merit.  
 

Jesus taught that God’s righteousness was generously shared     
by faith without regard to what they deserved, to Jew and Gentile.  
 

BIG IDEA: equally underserving sinners are saved equally  
by God’s grace and equally blessed in Christ with one another  
in order to glorify God together.  
 
The command “Accept one another” (Romans 15:7; also 14:1 & 3) 

a. You are saved  together  (7-8) 
i. Christ has accepted  you, Jew and Gentile 
ii. Christ has confirmed  God’s promises   

b. You are to sing  together Gentiles = nations (9-12) 
i. Psalm 18:49 
ii. Deuteronomy 32:43 
iii. Psalm 117:1 
iv. Isaiah 11:10 

c. You are to overflow  together (13) 

 Rom. 15:7      1 Thes. 5:11          Eph. 4:15            Rom. 15:14    Luke 17:3-4 



Psalm 18—a song of victory  and deliverance 
 
“While David may have thought only of Yahweh’s fame spread 
abroad (49), his words at their full value portray the Lord’s 
anointed (50), ultimately the Messiah, praising Him among—in 
fellowship with—a host of Gentile worshippers.” (Kidner, p96) 
 
Deuteronomy 32—a song of remembering and reminding 
 

When God’s people were in danger of forgetting and forsaking His 
covenant, Moses reminded them God is still their only hope (39). 
Moses calls the nations to rejoice (43) with God’s people because 
God  has cleansed Israel’s guilt and covered their sin.  
 
Psalm 117—a tiny psalm about God’s great big  global family  
 
This is one of the Hallel psalms sung every Passover (113-118). 
The reference to all peoples (117:1) is the smallest unit of family 
tribe or clan (see Gen. 25:16; Num. 25:15) showing the incredible 
diversity of the ‘praise team’ as in Revelation 7:9. 
 
Isaiah 11—a song of God’s glorious coming kingdom in Christ 
 
“Unfortunately, the stately tree of the Davidic dynasty will be cut 
down while the world waits for the Messiah to arrive, leaving for 
the time being only the ‘stump’ (11:1) . . . the coming reign of the 
Messiah . . . will be a universal reign that embraces all the nations. 
The old stump, with what many thought were dead roots, will be a 
banner (11:10) or an ensign to the nations” (Kaiser, 165-166). 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

May the God of hope  
 

“hope” is confident  expectation, not wishful thinking 
 

fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in Him 
  

 joy and peace are the by-products  of a settled trust 
 

so that you may overflow with hope 
 

 whatever you are full of,  spills out when jostled 
 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 

 not by your own ability , but His power 
 
 
 

L i f e G r o u p  H o m e w o r k  
 
Do you have a favorite hymn, chorus, praise song, or psalm? 
Share it with the group and (if someone’s musical) maybe sing it 
together in worship before the Lord. 
 
 
 
 
1. Read Matthew 15:21-28. 
 

a. Whom does Jesus say he was sent to? (Matt. 15:24) 
 

 
 
b. Why does he grant the woman’s request? (Matt. 15:28) 

 
 
 
c. How does this illustrate Romans 1:16-17?  


