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Greeting many of the church members is instructive as well as 
interesting. Much more than a “grocery list” it is a “grace list” of the 
gospel’s impact in Rome, the major urban center of Paul’s time. 
 
Gospel’s power—“in Christ, in Christ Jesus, in the Lord” (9x) 
o No longer under wrath , the judgment of God and His 

condemnation that I deserve for my sins (Romans 8:1-2) 

o Now under grace , rescued by God’s mercy and having 
forgiveness through Christ’s death for me (Col. 1:13-14) 

o In a new community  of redeemed people, who have been 
delivered from darkness to light (Acts 26:17-18) 

o In a new mission , preaching the message of reconciliation 
to God through faith in Christ (2 Cor. 5:17-21) 

 
Radically rearranged relationships (Galatians 3:28) 

Men and women (20 men and 9 women) 
Ethnically  diverse with Jewish, Greek, Latin names 
Marital status 

Couples (Prisca and Aquila, Andronicus and Junia)  
Mother and son (13)   on Rufus—see Mark 15:21 
Family (15) Philologus, Julia, and others  
Singles – everyone else including the twins ! (12) 

Rich and poor  
 Some with links to Herod’s family (10-11) 
 Current or former slaves (at least ten are named) 
Gathering in homes  
 Prisca and Aquila (4-5) 

Household of Aristobolus 
Household of Narcissus  

 Five  Guys ! Likely, Greek freedmen (14) 
 Philologus, Julia, and “all the saints with them” (15) 

Appreciation and affection  
Hard workers (6, 12) four women  
Fellow workers (3, 9) two men 
Dear friends (5, 8, 9, 12) three men and one woman 
M. V. P.  (1-2, 3-4, 7) 
Special mention (10) 
  

L i f e G r o u p  H o m e w o r k  
 

What insight, observation or principle did you find eye-opening, 
troubling, or helpful from this Sunday’s sermon? (write one below) 

 
Read these verses (with the verses before) to get the context and 
draw lines to MATCH each reference with its usage. 
 

A “kiss” in the Bible was used . . .          Reference 
 

To extend hospitality as a welcome       1 Cor. 16:20 

To demonstrate acceptance in the family       Luke 15:20 

To identify a special friend in a crowd            Luke 7:45 

To show a spiritual bond in Christ’s love               Luke 22:47-48 
                 

NOTE: The “holy kiss” mentioned in the Bible not sexual, seductive, suggestive, 
forceful, disrespectful, dishonorable, or embarrassing. It is a physical expression 
of gospel affection between friends who are “in Christ.”  
 
 

Not counting those in Romans 16, elsewhere Paul mentions ____ 
friends by name (circle one) 10    20    30      40 50   60+ 
 
The word apostle means a specially commissioned “sent one” 
(compare Acts 13:1-3 and 14:3-4, 14). Who was sent with Paul? 

 
NOTE: It is likely that Andronicus and Junia also were a missionary couple, 
serving alongside Paul, with great honor and effectiveness for Christ. 


