
4. Review the six word pictures of relationships in the local church.    
    Body, Bride, Building, Flock, Family, Field    Which one is . . . ? 
 

easiest to understand  _________________ 
 

easiest to practice  _________________ 
 

easiest to ignore   _________________ 
 
 
5. Discuss how we are doing at self-governing, self-supporting,  
    self-propagating, and self-theologizing as a church community. 
 
 
 
 
6.  We advertise our LifeGroups as a place where you can . . . 
 

open the Bible, and 
open your life 
in a safe place 
with people you trust. 

 

      How is this the same as a local church? How is it different? 
 
 
 
 
 
7.  Pray for our church to follow Christ on His mission of redeem- 
     ing sinners and restoring broken persons who become real and  
     honest with God and each other in a holy community of grace.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
(to read more on mission strategy of church planting) 
“The Surprising Relevance of the Three-Self Formula” 
https://www.missionfrontiers.org/pdfs/29-4-three-self-churches.pdf   

What Does It Mean To Be a Church? 
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Christians are to assemble with other believers in local churches 
which are spiritually alive, growing, and on mission with Christ. 
 
C/church, or “assembly” is used two ways in the New Testament 
 
1) Universal = all believers in Christ in all times and places   

(Matthew 16:18; Ephesians 1:22; Colossians 1:18) 
 
The big “C” Church universal has never met and never will on earth. 
 

2) Local = believers in Christ in a particular time and place 
(1 Corinthians 1:2; Galatians 1:2; 1 Thessalonians 1:1) 

 
The little “c” church local meets whenever and wherever believers 
assemble as a church all around the world.  

 
Here’s a definition of a “local church” community 
 

A local church is a group of Christ-followers who meet together with 
a common calling by God in Christ through the Holy Spirit to 
faithfully practice believer’s baptism and regularly celebrate the 
Lord’s supper. They are oriented toward God in worship and prayer 
and ministry, toward one another in fellowship and service and 
discipline and holiness and study of Scripture, and toward the world 
in proclaiming the gospel and practicing justice and compassion. 

 
 

The Bible describes local church relationships in six word pictures:  
 

Word picture Reference 
Body Rom. 12:4-5; 1 Cor. 12:12-27 
Bride  Ephesians 5:22-32 
Building 1 Cor. 3:10-17; Eph. 2:21-22 
Flock John 10:27; Acts 20:28; 1 Peter 5:2-3 
Family Gal. 6:10; Eph. 2:19; (1 Tim. 5:1-2) 
Field 1 Corinthians 3:5-9 



Each local assembly of believers is able to follow God’s design 
empowered by the Holy Spirit to participate in the Son’s mission. 
 
 

Self-governing —biblical leaders and servants are expected to fill 
all the roles and responsibilities passed on to us 
 

What is received is passed on to others 
(1 Cor. 11:2, 23; 15:3)  
 

Servants, saints , elders and deacons 
(Phil. 1:1; 1 Tim. 3; Titus 1; 1 Peter 5:1-4) 
 

Preparing others for works  of ministry 
(Ephesians 4:11-13) 

 
 

Self-supporting —channeling God’s blessings to and through  
the church, without being dependent on any outside sponsor 
 

Understanding the greater blessing in giving 
(Acts 20:35) 
 

Eagerly  collecting financial assistance for others 
(Rom. 15:26-27; 1 Cor. 16:1-3; 2 Cor. 8:1-7) 
 

Compensating gospel  preachers 
(1 Cor. 9:7-14) 

 
 

Self-propagating —extending the gospel to our neighbors and 
the nations; a vision and passion for the lost 
 

 “the Lord’s message rang out from you . . . everywhere” 
(1 Thes. 1:4-8) 
 

 “this gospel is bearing fruit  and growing ” 
(Col. 1:3-6) 

 
 

Self-theologizing—interpreting our culture and finding biblical 
answers to the unique challenges found in our context 
 

Should Gentile Christians be required to keep Mosaic law? 
(Acts 15) 
 

  
 

L i f e G r o u p  H o m e w o r k  
 
In the last ten years, how many churches have you attended for at 
least six months at a time? (circle your answer)  Share your story. 
 

one   two   three    four     five or more 
 
 
1.  Write your advice to a friend who is a Christian but thinks that   
      she doesn’t need to be associated with any local church? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  Re-read the definition of a local church. Is there anything you 
     would add? Subtract? Rephrase? 
 

What is one area that our church does well? 

__________________________________________________ 
 

What is one area that our church needs to improve? 

__________________________________________________ 
 

 
3. The early church met in the homes of well-to-do Christians. 

(The church still is a gathering of believers, not a building.) 
 

        Where did they meet? 

Acts 12:12     ___________________ 
 
Acts 16:15 and 40    ___________________ 

 
1 Corinthians 16:19   ___________________ 
 

 
 
 
 


