
4.  Since the New Testament never specifically mentions formal 
church membership, should we? Why or why not? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.  The test of commitment for many early Christians was facing 

death for their confession of Christ Jesus as Lord, not Caesar! 
What tests the genuineness of your commitment to Christ? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.  Write the reference next to each “one another” not the letter. 
 
Bear with one another in love     _______________
  
Honor one another above yourself    _______________ 
 
Forgive each another       _______________ 
 
Pray for one another       _______________ 
 
Encourage one another and build each other up _______________ 
 
Live in peace with each other     _______________ 
 
Spur one another on to love and good deeds  _______________ 
 
Teach and admonish one another    _______________ 
 
a) 1 Thes 5:11   b) Ephesians 4:32   c) Romans 12:10   d) 1 Thes. 5:13   
e)  Colossians 3:16  f) Hebrews 10:24  g) James 5:16  h) Ephesians 4:2 

What Does it Mean to be a Church Member?  
               January 24, 2016 
 

BIG IDEA: All church is local  . 
 

1. Each local church has their own challenges and joys 
The usual NT reference is to a specific  local church  
   (Paul’s letters and Revelation 2 – 3) 

 
2. All metaphors of church have limits  and definition 

Individuals belong to and make up a body, flock, family, etc.  
   (1 Cor. 12:12; Gal. 6:10) 

 
3. Each local church recognizes  who’s there 

the whole church in the same place at one time 
   (Acts 5:12; 15:22; 1 Cor. 14:23) 

 
4. People were reluctant to “join” the believers  

join = “strong commitment” or “ attachment  to” 
   (Acts 5:13; see also 1 Cor. 6:16-17 on “join”) 

 
5. Lists are kept for organizing  spiritual care 

 

• Jerusalem church had some numbers  people 
   (Acts 2:41, 47; 4:4; 5:14)  

• Ephesian church tracked  widows’ needs 
  (1 Tim. 5:9-11) 

 
6. Elders are accountable  for people under their care 

(Acts 20:28; Hebrews 13:7, 17; 1 Peter 5:2) 
 

• Direction  
• Protection  
• Correction  (Matt. 18:15-17; Gal. 6:1) 

 
7. The “one another” commands are for “me and thee ” 

 
 

 
NOTE: formal church membership is abbreviated FCM on the next page 

ex. 3 John 



FCM has organizational and practical benefits for today’s church 
 
The least common denominator in our church is those persons 
who are attending without regard to frequency or involvement. 
 
Is membership required in order to share in the fellowship?   No 
Is membership required in order to receive pastoral care?     No 
Is membership required in order to serve in the church?     Maybe 
 

NOTE: Only people who have taken a step of FCM are able to serve on 
decision-making boards and in teaching roles within our church. Many, 
many other volunteer opportunities are open to non-members. 

 

Is membership required in order to ‘vote’ in church meetings?  Yes 
 
Steps to becoming a member of First Baptist Church of Silverton 
 

1. Pick up an application and read church documents 
2. Complete both sides of the application and sign 
3. Share your testimony with the elders and/or attend a class 
4. Church body is given two weeks to consider the person 
5. Announcement to the church, certificate, prayer, welcome! 

 
Is FCM a good idea for you? 
 

Formal church membership (FCM) is a good idea when . . . 
 

• It formalizes a relationship by reviewing and agreeing to the 
doctrine and practices of the local church where you already 
worship, give, pray, etc.  

 

• It formalizes a relationship by a public commitment to serve 
Christ in a local church by supporting the leaders and ministry 
and carrying out the one another commands of the Bible. 

 
Formal church membership (FCM) is a bad idea if . . . 
 

• It reinforces a mistaken idea that membership in a local church 
is mandatory, but following Christ as a disciple is optional.  

 

• It reinforces a mistaken idea that the local church is a social 
club of importance for one’s personal agenda and networking. 

 

• It reinforces a mistaken idea that a person is simply “jumping 
through hoops” to complete the paperwork to serve in church. 

L i f e G r o u p  H o m e w o r k  
 
What principle, observation, or teaching did you find eye-opening, 
helpful, or troubling? 
 
 
 

 
agree/disagree 
FCM is a way to ensure people are not clicking “I Agree” without 
reviewing and generally agreeing with what our church believes. 
 
 
 
1. Read Colossians 4:9 and 12. What two individuals are 

described as being “one of you” to the church at Colossae? 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Do you think that phrase “one of you”(NIV) or “one of your 
number” (NAS) indicates they were a part of the local church, 
or did it just mean they were fellow Christians? 

 
 
 
 
 
3. How would you answer someone who said, “Neither Jesus nor 

any of His Apostles ever joined a church so why should I?” 
 


