
3.  Each of Jesus’ disciples was different from one another. They 
had different backgrounds, personalities, occupations, etc. 
 
Some were fishermen like Peter, James, and John. One was a tax 
collector working in cahoots with Rome. One was a former zealot 
committed to Rome’s overthrow. Some we know a lot about like 
Peter and others very little like Thaddeus. Andrew and Philip have 
Greek names. All of them were individuals called to follow Christ. 
 
Disciples are followers, apprentices who spend time with someone 
to become skilled at what he knows and does. Jesus’ disciples 
were to learn how to live life fully dependent on the Father, in the 
Father’s love, about the Father’s business, doing the Father’s will.  
 
You are not to live Jesus’ life. He already lived it, gloriously!  
You are to live your life here and now as if Jesus were living your 
life. Your life fully surrendered to the Spirit (as Jesus was), fully 
focused on the Father (as Jesus was), fully informed by the Word 
to do God’s will (as Jesus did). 
 
Live your life fully following Jesus where you are right now! 
 
What is your biggest challenge to following Christ where you are 
and how you are and as you are right now? Share in 2’s or 3’s. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jesus is More Than Just Another Rabbi 
John 1:35-51          March 06, 2016
   
BIG IDEA: Getting close to Jesus is how you get close to God 
 
John A. (John the Apostle, writer of the Gospel of John) 
John B. (John the Baptist, forerunner of Jesus Christ) 
 
The Gospel of John begins (1:19 – 2:11) and ends (ch. 12 – 20) 
focusing on one week in the life and ministry of Jesus Christ. 
 

Day #1—John B.’s testimony under questioning (19-28) 
Day #2—John B.’s testimony about Jesus’ baptism (29-34) 
Day #3—A few of John B.’s disciples leave to follow Jesus (35-42) 
Day #4—Before leaving for Cana, Jesus calls two more (43-51) 
Day #5 & 6 were travel days 
Day #7—Jesus’ first sign, turning water into wine in Cana (2:1-11) 

 
 
1. This Rabbi is the Messiah (Christ) 

a. John B.’s message  is not changing (1:29) 

i. Two of his disciples begin following  Jesus 

o “What  are you seeking?” (great question) 

o “Come and see.”  

ii. John the Baptist is full of joy ! (see 3:27-30) 

b. Andrew is changed into a witness 

i. First, he goes and finds  his brother Simon 

ii. Then, he tells  his brother what he knows 

iii. Finally, he brings  his brother to Jesus 

c. Simon will be changed, guaranteed by Jesus 

i. A nickname, not a commonly given name 

ii. He was not yet  rock  solid until Acts 2 

 
 
 



2. This Rabbi is the Son of God, the King of Israel 

a. Jesus finds and calls Philip to follow  him 

b. Philip and Nathanael’s conversation 

[P] We have found the One . . . Jesus of Nazareth 

Moses and the prophets = Hebrew Scriptures 
(Luke 24:27 and 44-45) 

  [N]  Nazareth, really? No way. 

[P]  “Come and see.” (Don’t come if you don’t want to see) 

c. Jesus and Nathanael’s conversation 

[J] A true Israelite without a tricky  bone in his body 
      (Genesis 27:35) 

[N] How do you know  me? 

[J] I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you 
       (“fig tree” Zechariah 3:10; Psalm 139:2-3) 

[N] Rabbi, you are the Son of God, the King of Israel  

(he testifies  about Jesus, see John 20:31) 

[J] You believe now, but even greater things are coming 

 [N] (speechless) his hometown is Cana (21:2)  

[J] Truly, truly (a conclusion for solemn restating  25x ) 
 

You (all) will see heaven open and the angels of God 
ascending and descending on the Son of Man. 
(Genesis 28:10-17; Daniel 7:13-14; 1 Timothy 2:5) 

 
(A book on how Jesus turned his raw recruits into the Twelve apostles) 

The Training of the Twelve, A.B.Bruce, Kregel Publications, 1974 
reprint edition, written in 1871 

L i f e G r o u p  H o m e w o r k  
 
1.  Jesus was identified by his humble beginnings in Nazareth. 
     DRAW lines connecting the reference to the circumstances.  
 

The crowd to a blind man near Jericho    Mark 1:23-24 

The two disciples going to Emmaus    John 18:4-7 

The crowd at the Triumphal Entry     Acts 22:6-8 

A man possessed by an evil spirit     Luke 18:35-37 

Pilate wrote this title on Jesus’ cross    Luke 24:17-19 

A positive I.D. of Jesus at his arrest    Matt. 21:10-11 

Saul learned who he was persecuting    John 19:19 

 

2.  Make a list of the titles of Jesus in John 1. Some are repeated. 
     (In English, titles and proper nouns, begin with a capital letter.) 
 

       TITLE       VERSE(S) 

__________________________       __________ 

__________________________       __________ 

__________________________       __________ 

__________________________       __________ 

__________________________       __________ 

__________________________       __________ 

__________________________       __________ 

__________________________       __________ 

 
 


