
The Priority of Jesus’ Increase 
John 3:22-36            April 10, 2016 
 

BIG IDEA—John the Baptist, the greatest prophet, joyfully yields  
to Jesus, the Son who gives eternal life to whoever believes in Him. 
 

1. The problem—controversy and competition  (22-26) 
a. The issue of “ceremonial washing” 

o How do you get clean ? 
o Not heritage  or habit, but heart (Matt. 3:8-9) 

b. The instigators 
o John’s disciples vs. certain Jew(s) 
o Given to comparison 

c. “That man” they won’t even mention  Jesus 
d. Distorted  facts “He is baptizing” (see 4:1-2) 

 

2. The position  John takes on the argument (27-30) 
a. Each one has his/her gifts from God (1 Cor. 4:7) 

o John was Jesus’ forerunner, a voice (1:6, 23) 
o John was Jesus’ best  man (Lk. 7:28; Jn. 10:41) 

“The bride” is God’s beloved  people (Eph. 5:25) 
b. John’s joy  was fulfilling his role 
c. The priority of Jesus’ increase 

 

3. The reasons for Jesus’ supremacy (31-36) 
a. He is “from above ” (see 3:3, 7; 7:28-29) 
b. He tells what he personally  has seen and heard  
c. He speaks the words of God  (7:16; 12:49; 14:10, 24) 
d. He has the Spirit  “without measure” (Isa. 42:1-4) 
e. He is loved  by the Father (5:20; 17:24) 
f. He is given everything  by the Father (Matt. 11:27) 
g. “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life” (5:24; 6:40) 
h. To “not obey ” the Son is to remain under God’s wrath 

L i f e G r o u p  H o m e w o r k  
 

What insight, observation, or principle did you find eye-opening, 
troubling, or helpful? 
 
 
1. agree/disagree 

Making less of yourself does not necessarily magnify Christ; 
you may just shrink in your own eyes. 

 
 
2. If Jesus were to “become greater,” would it put an end to all 

jealous comparisons between ministries? Why or why not? 
 
 
 
3. What are some reasons Jesus is greater than any mere man? 
 

a.  Where is Jesus from? (John 6:41-42; 8:23; 13:1) 

 
b.  What authority has He been given? (Jn. 5:26-27; Mt. 28:18) 

 
c.  The Son was Spirit-led in all of life and ministry (matching) 
 

Birth         Rom. 8:11 
 

Baptism        Matt. 12:28 
 

Temptation       Luke 4:1-2 
 

Teaching       Luke 4:14, 18 
 

Miracles       Matt. 3:16 
 

Resurrection      Luke 1:35 
 
4.  What will you do, how, and when to joyfully magnify the Son?  
     Write one thing down you will do this week. 
 

 
 


