
What Does God Want? 
John 4:4-26         April 17, 2016 
 

BIG IDEA—Jesus is going out of his way to find worshippers, 
people like you and me. 
 
1. The background (4-9) 

a. An ordinary, everyday conversation 

b. Personal , not stereotypical on multiple levels 
 

2. The offer of Jesus (10-14) 

a. The Gift  of God (John 3:16) is free for the asking 

b. Water and Spirit  (see John 3:5 and also 7:37-39) 

c. Emphatically, “ never  be thirsty again forever!” 

d. An overflowing, bubbling fountain of eternal  life 
 

3. “It’s complicated” (15-20) 

a. My needs right now are more basic 

b. I have stuff I don’t want to bother explaining 

c. Disappointment  with God 
 

4. What does God want? (21-24) 

a. A temporary temple vs. a once-for-all sacrifice 

b. Who  you worship impacts how  you worship  

c. Spirit (doxology/praise) and truth ( theology )      

d. God is seeking worshippers ( creating them, in fact) 
 

5. Conclusion (25-26) 

a. Someday, someone will have answers  for me  

b. That day is now  and I am that One  (Jesus) 

 



L i f e G r o u p  H o m e w o r k  
1.  LIST as many of the contrasts between Nicodemus (John 3)   
     and the unnamed woman (John 4) as you can find in the text. 
 

 NICODEMUS (John 3) ANONYMOUS (John 4) 

Gender   

Ethnicity  Samaritan 

Religion   

Social status   

Reason for 
the visit   

Time of day 
they visited  Six o’clock (daytime) 

What they 
called Jesus Rabbi & teacher (3)  

What Jesus 
offered each   

Did either of 
them “get it?”   

 
  
2. Why do you think that she came to the well alone, at that time?  
 
 
 
 
     
3.  What did Jesus say or do to treat her with respect/value? 
 
 
 
 
 
4.  How unusual was it for a rabbi to talk with a woman like this? 
 
 
 
 

 
5.  If she felt somehow isolated or avoided or shamed by her past,   
     how did Jesus help her to move past her past? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.  Water is a common metaphor of spiritual life in the Bible.  
     What do these verses use “water” to illustrate? 
 

Isaiah 12:3 
 
Isaiah 44:3 
 
Isaiah 49:10 
 
Jeremiah 2:13 

 
 
7.  In John’s gospel, what is Jesus talking about when he refers to  
     “his hour (time)?” 
 
 John 7:6 and 8 and 30 
 
 John 12:23 and 27 
 
 John 13:1 and 17:1 
 

In what sense could Jesus tell the Samaritan woman “The time 
is coming and now is” when he had not yet gone to the cross? 
 
 

 
8.   Read Malachi 1:11. How is this already happening in Jesus’  
      ministry and how will it continue after he leaves (Acts 1:8)? 
 
 
 


