
4.  This miracle turns out well for the paralyzed man, but Jesus is  
      blamed and persecuted by the Jewish leaders (5:16). 
 
     Compare the reaction to Jesus in Jerusalem to what happened 

 
In Cana of Galilee (2:11) 
 
 
In Samaria (4:39-41) 
 
 
In Capernaum of Galilee (4:53) 
 

 
 

5.  Jesus confronted both a popular superstition (about the healing 
powers of the pools’ waters) and also rigid religious regulation 
(see 5:10) by this one miracle. 

 

Can you think of a popular superstition or a rigid religious 
regulation that Jesus might confront today? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6.  Knowing the severe reaction of the Jewish leaders to this 
miracle in the midst of Jerusalem, why do you think Jesus 
went ahead and healed the man anyway? 

 

(Think about the important opportunity this provided for Jesus’ message 
that follows in John 5:19-47.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Condition That Needs Fixing 
John 5:1-15              May 15, 2016 
 
NARRATIVE SUMMARY—A paralyzed man walks away and 
Jesus is blamed.  
 
BACKGROUND—The pool of Bethesda (meaning: House of 
Mercy) was large 200 feet wide by 300 feet long, approximately 
the size of two Olympic swimming pools. There were columns 
supporting a covered walkway around the four sides and a divider 
in the middle. It was located in the area of the temple, on the 
eastern slopes of Jerusalem’s hill. 
 
1. The man’s physical condition (5:1-5) 

a. He was in a crowd  with lots of other people  
b. He was well known   
c. He was known to Jesus (1:47-48; 2:24-25; 4:17-18) 
d. He had been paralyzed  for most of his life 

 
2. The man’s spiritual condition (5:6-13) 

a. Jesus asked, “Do you want to get well?” 
o He doesn’t answer directly 
o He complained  about his circumstances 
o He lacks initiative and ability of his own 
o He doesn’t ask  Jesus for anything 

b. Jesus commands, “Get up! Pick up your mat and walk.” 
o He is cured immediately 
o He is cured completely 
o He obeys and does what Jesus told him to 

c. Jewish leaders ask him, “Why are you working today?” 
o He says, “Someone told me to.” 

d. Jewish leaders ask him, “Who told you to?” 
o He is clueless 

 



3. The man’s future condition (5:14-15) 
a. Jesus finds him and tells him, “Behold, you are well. Don’t 

sin anymore or something worse might happen to you.” 
 

o Pay attention ! Take a look at you now! 
o Sometimes  sin has physical repercussions 
o Always  sin leaves a moral debris field 
o Ultimately  sin has eternal consequences 

 

b. The man identifies Jesus to the Jewish leaders 
o He is unaware of their growing hostility   

 
Jesus’ miracles SHOW us, and His teachings TELL us the good news 
in order that we might believe and find life in His name (John 20:31). 

 
Jesus came to the poor, captives, blind, oppressed (Luke 4:18) 
 

The Spirit of the Lord is on Me, because He has anointed Me to preach 
good news to the poor. He has sent Me to proclaim freedom to the 
captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to set free the oppressed 

 

Jesus was the physician who went looking for the sick (Mark 2:17) 
 

And hearing this, Jesus said to them, "It is not those who are healthy 
who need a physician, but those who are sick; I did not come to call 
the righteous, but sinners." 

 

Jesus healed the lame (Matthew 11:4-5; see also Isaiah 35:5-6) 
 

And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 
the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and 
the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good 
news preached to them.” 

 

o Jesus was willing to heal even the dullest  of people 
o Jesus chose to heal one individual  out of a crowd  
o Jesus did what the paralyzed man couldn’t do for himself  
o Jesus did not view physical illness as the worst thing ever  
 

o Jesus healed with His word  ; no hocus-pocus or ritual 
o Jesus did not hesitate to heal people beyond hope 

Jesus pointed the man to an eternal destiny, and 
warned him about missing it by not paying attention! 

L i f e G r o u p  H o m e w o r k  
 

What observation, principle, or insight did you find eye-opening, 
helpful, or troubling from this week’s sermon? 
 
 
 
 
1.  Did Jesus physically heal people in groups or as individuals? 

What does this say about how God saves people? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. What is the point of healing only one when Jesus could have 

healed the entire disabled crowd at the Bethesda poolside?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. When Jesus asked, “Do you want to get well?” the man gave a 

rambling answer that one commentator described as “the 
crotchety grumblings of an old and not very perceptive man 
who thinks he is answering a stupid question”  (D.A. Carson). 

 
Do you think the man wanted to get well, or not?    YES   NO 
 

 
If “Yes,” why didn’t he just say so?  
 
 
If “No,” why did Jesus heal him anyway?  

 
 
 
 

BONUS—Do most people think that their “condition that needs fixing” is physical, or 
spiritual? Or both? Or neither? (I’m fine thank-you.) Maybe financial? What else? 


