
7.  The “oikos” or household in Bible times was an extended family  
     unit, much larger than we usually think of today.  
 

Up to “four generations, including men, married women, 
unmarried daughters, slaves of both sexes, persons without 
citizenship and ‘sojourners,’ or resident foreign workers.” 
 
DRAW a picture of your own family below. 
 
 

God in his wisdom has given each of us a relational sphere of 
8 to 15 people strategically and supernaturally placed in our 
lives. Regardless of your economic, educational, theological, 
or age, sex, race—you already have an “oikos” to share with! 
 
Think about your relationships and write names in your “oikos” 
 
______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________         ______________________    

______________________   ______________________ 

______________________         ______________________ 

 

The Life-Giving Word of Jesus 
John 4:46-54               May 01, 2016 
 

BIG IDEA—The glorious, life-giving word of Jesus in John 4:46-54 
has five key applications for our lives today. 
 
1. Jesus may be your last chance , if not your first choice 

a. The desperate ruler went to Jesus 

b. He begged persistence  in prayer) 

c. He wanted Jesus to return with him 

d. He needed a physical/medical healing  

e. He loved  his son 

f. He was running out of time and options 

2. Jesus knows “signs and wonders” may be a dead  end 

3. Jesus extends your life in order to offer you His  life 

4. Jesus’ word was enough . Still is.   “Your son will live!” 

a. “He [the father] believed . . . and started  for home” 

b. Creation  (John 1:3; also Heb. 1:2-3; 11:3) 

c. Eternal life (John 1:12; 3:16; 5:24; 10:27-28; 14:6) 

5. Jesus didn’t have to be physically present  to heal.  

a. It was a coincidence  to non-praying people  

b. The father asked for more details to be certain 

c. Jesus’ word took effect when spoken  

d. The father and his whole oikos (household) believed  
(Acts 16:34; 18:8) 

 
An oikos is 8 to 15 people that God has strategically and 
supernaturally placed in our sphere of influence so that 
He can use us to show them how much He loves them. 

 

(from  “8 to 15; Your World is Smaller Than You Think,”  Tom Mercer)  



L i f e G r o u p  H o m e w o r k  
 
1. [background] Jesus continues (John 4:3) on his journey north 

to Galilee where he was brought up, Nazareth was in Galilee.  
John points out the lack of honor bestowed on a hometown 
prophet, yet the people there are said to “welcome” Jesus. 
 

Explain the difference between honoring Jesus and just being 
glad that He is around in case you need something. 
 
 
 
 

2. [background] The “royal official” was likely a bureaucrat under 
Herod Antipas (son of Herod the Great, see Matthew 2). Herod 
Antipas is the one who later had John the Baptist executed  
(Matthew 14:1-12) and questioned Jesus at his trial, hoping to 
see a miracle (Luke 23:6-12).  

 

What does it tell you about Jesus that he would spare the son 
of this “royal official” from a life-threatening illness? 
 
 
 

 
 

3. Jesus was becoming well known for the miraculous signs he 
did in Jerusalem (compare 4:45 with 2:23). What is the 
problem with a faith dependent upon “signs and wonders?” 

 
 
 
 
 

 
4. The father is said to have “believed” twice. Once in verse 50 

and then again later in verse 53. What, if anything, changed? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Many of the narrative sections in John’s gospel tell a story, 
incident, or event in Jesus’ life and ministry followed by a 
section of teaching to convey a deeper theological truth. 
 

Why do you think that this story stands by itself without further 
comment or explanation? 
 
 
 

 
6.   Bible stories really happened. They are true (not fiction) and    

have recognizable literary patterns. Discuss the pattern below. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  

To respond in obedience to what Jesus says, is essential to 
understanding “belief” in John’s writings. When Jesus healed  
a paralyzed man and a blind man, what did He tell them to do? 
 
Read John 5:1-9 
 
 
 
Read John 9:1-7  

 
  
 
 

	  

	  	  	  	  

	  

	  

	  A person 

with a problem 

encounters Jesus. 

Jesus is the solution 
 to their real need, if 
s/he will only believe; 

and they do something 
to shows s/he believes. 


