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1. The setting is dramatic 

a. In Jerusalem during the Feast of Tabernacles  (2) 
b. In the temple  (14, 28, 37) 

i. Water pouring ceremony (37) 
1. Procession led by the high priest  

With joy you will draw water 
From the wells of salvation (Isaiah 12:3). 
 

2. Pilgrims came to watch 
3. Three trumpet  blasts  
4. Choir sings Psalms 113-118 
5. Waving  branches and fresh citrus  
6. Shout “Give thanks to the LORD!” (Psa. 118) 

ii. Lamp lighting ceremony (8:12) 
 

2. The offer is public 

a. Jesus is standing and cried out 
Come, all you who are thirsty, 
Come to the waters (Isaiah 55:1) 
 

b. Anyone . . . hearing His amazing offer  
Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. He who comes to 
me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never 
be thirsty (John 6:35). 

 
3. The meaning is Messianic 
 

Ezekiel 47:1-12 and Zechariah 14:8 tell of a river flowing 
from Jerusalem beyond the borders of Israel to the nations 
 
When it reaches the sea [Dead Sea] its waters are healed (47:8) 
So where the river flows everything will live (47:9b) 
. . . because the water flows from the sanctuary (47:12) 

“The living water that God will provide has immeasurable power 
to renew, restore, and resurrect life” (NKJV Study Bible, p1412). 
 

“The temple is to be the source of life, healing and fruitfulness” 
(Ezekiel, Tyndale OT commentary, IVP). 
  

And in that day it shall be that living waters shall flow from 
Jerusalem; half of them to the eastern sea and half of them 
toward the western sea; in both summer and winter it shall occur. 
And the LORD shall be King over all the earth . . .” (Zech. 14:8-9) 
 

John comments that “the Spirit was not yet given , because 
Jesus was not yet glorified ” (7:39). 
The Spirit is given to those who believe (7:38-39) 

 
4. The Spirit is dynamic 
 

The water that I shall give him will become in him a fountain of 
water springing up into everlasting life (John 4:14). 

 

 “Springs of Living Water” (John W. Petersen) 
I thirsted in the barren land of sin and shame, 
And nothing satisfying there I found; 
But to the blessed cross of Christ one day I came, 
Where springs of living water did abound. 
CHORUS 
Drinking at the springs of living water, 
Happy now am I, 
My soul they satisfy; 
Drinking at the springs of living water, 
O wonderful and bountiful supply! 

 

“Blessed Quietness” vs.1 (Manie Payne Ferguson) 
Joys are flowing like a river 
Since the Comforter has come 
He abides with us forever 
Makes the trusting heart his home 

 
“Channels Only” vs. 4 (Mary E. Maxwell) 

Jesus fill now with Thy Spirit 
Hearts that full surrender know 
That the streams of living water 
From our inner man may flow 

 
RECOMMENDED READING:  
Jesus Continued: Why the Spirit Inside You is Better than Jesus Beside You by J.D.Greear  


