
3. Why is it wrong to separate intellectual faith and relational faith? 
Explain how one depends upon the other. 

 
 
 
 
 
4.  Jesus would die for = instead of the Jewish people having to 

die for their own sins. What does that say about God’s love for 
the Jewish people? 

 
 
 

What does it say about God’s love for “the scattered children of 
God” from every tribe, nation, and language? 
 
 
 
What does it say about God’s love for you? 

 
 
 
 
5. The sacrificial substitution of Christ in place of sinners is taught 

elsewhere in the New Testament. Pick one of the passages 
below and share the teaching with your LifeGroup. 

 
Galatians 3:13 
 
2 Corinthians 5:14-15 
 
Romans 5:6-8 

 

 

6.  Read John 12:17-19. Did the ‘Lazarus situation’ settle down? 

 

The After Math of Jesus Raising Lazarus 
John 11:45-54        November 6, 2016 
 
BIG IDEA—Jesus’ death was God’s plan carried out by evil men’s 
plots resulting in the creation of God’s people for whom He died. 
 
1. The problem? Believing in Jesus complicates things (45-48) 
 

Therefore . . . Lazarus was dead and is now alive! How? Who? 
 

Illus. “Jesus did it! Jesus did it!” 
 
Many “believed into him”  =  to entrust oneself to Jesus  35 X 
 

believe/believes/believe              Him/His name/the Son/Me 
 

What is a personal faith in Jesus?  
• It is your faith personally , no one else’s.  
• Your faith is in Jesus. He’s the One person you trust 

“To have confidence in Him based upon an intellectual acceptance 
of the claims made for His person.”  
(The Interpretation of the Fourth Gospel, C.H.Dodd, p184) 

 
Some went to the Pharisees . . . chief priests . . . Sanhedrin 
 

Full of self -interest         
Afraid of God working       If we let Him go on like this 
Focused on practical ; multiple negative outcomes 

   
2. The solution? Killing Jesus is necessary but not easy  (49-53) 

 
Caiaphas had a sharp wit and a calculating mind 

 
  A zero -sum game is when losses and gains cancel  
 
  Jesus is sacrificed for = instead  of the people 
 

And so he [Jesus] died – but the nation perished anyway, not 
because of Jesus’ activity but because of the constant mad search 
for political solutions where there was little spiritual renewal. 
(The Gospel According to John, Carson, 1991) 

i	into 



 
Caiaphas spoke better than he knew. God directed his words. 
 
Jesus would die to gather  His sheep into one flock.  
 
• Not only for the Jewish people as an ethnic nation  

(see Romans 11, esp. 25-26) 
• But also for the scattered “children of God” ie. Gentiles 

o Jesus sought  “other sheep ” (John 10:16) 
o From every nation, tribe, people, language (Rev. 7:9) 

 
They renewed their resolve  to kill Jesus, having tried many 
times before (5:18; 7:19; 8:44, 59; 10:39). 
 
 

3. Is it time? Not yet. God is in control  (54-57) 
 

Hearing about the decision of the Sanhedrin, Jesus withdraws 
to a small village about 12 miles from Jerusalem. 
 
He and his disciples are close enough to the city as Passover 
nears, but far enough away to be safe for now. 
 
The timing of Jesus’ sacrifice is set by His Father.  

 
 
 
 

L i f e G r o u p  H o m e w o r k  
 
The phrase “believe into him” sounds odd to us. Maybe an 
illustration would help. 
 

A person who had several thousand dollars to invest went looking 
for a good return. He researched for months and compared terms, 
interest rates, and the reputation of his investment options. There 
was one that had great ratings and was highly recommended. He 
firmly believed that it is the one place for his money. He believed in 
that particular financial institution above all others. But, he never 
deposited a single dollar into the fund. He never opened an 
account. Until, one day he talked with the fund manager over 
lunch. The manager commended the investor’s thorough research 
and verified the data. He also offered to provide additional 
information. Finally, he and the investor agreed to meet the 
following day in the manager’s office. Based on his research and 
enjoying a relationship with the manager, the investor made a 
deposit and the deal was done. 

 
Is that a good illustration of what it means to “believe into Jesus?” 
Why or why not? 
 
 
 
1. For John, believing is a verb, the act of placing trust in Jesus. 

In these verses, who is said to believe into Him? 
 

2:11   _____________________ 

4:39   _____________________ 

7:31  _____________________ 

12:42  _____________________ 

  
2. Which is more important to believe: the truth of Jesus’ claims 

to be God (8:58 and 10:30) or His offer to satisfy your deepest 
spiritual needs and give eternal life (6:35, 51 and 11:25-26)? 

 
 
 
 


