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Life is only found in the True Vine, Christ. Outside of Him is death. 
Branches (disciples) who remain/abide in the Vine will bear fruit. 
 

Branches (“disciples” 8:31) who don’t remain/abide can do nothing 
Judgment in this life, and next, awaits all who do not remain/abide. 
 
1. Jesus is the True Vine, the Fruitful Planting of His Father 

a. The True Vine, the One and Only, not one of many 
b. Life flows  in one direction (4) 

2. Each spring at the beginning of the season  

a. The non-fruit bearing branch is  lifted  up            αιρει 
b. The fruit bearing branch is    cleaned  up    καθαιρει 

The Gardener wants fruit, this year or next or else 
(see also Luke 13:6-9 on God’s patience) 

c. The disciples are “clean” (except Judas, see 13:10-11)  

3. Jesus speaks of abiding/remaining in three equal ways 
a. Abide in Me (5-6) 
b. Abide in My words  (7)   
c. Abide in My love  (9)   

4. At the end of the season, fruitfulness = L I F E 
a. All who abide will bear “much fruit” (5a) 
b. Some don’t abide and can do nothing  (5b) 
c. Those who don’t abide are burned up (6)  

Does this “burning” refer to: 
o eternal judgment for believers? No! Jn 10:28-29; Rom. 8:1 
o believer’s works judged by fire? Maybe, 1 Cor. 3:11-15 
o pretenders who never were saved? Likely, Jn 8:31; 13:30 

d. All who abide will bear “much fruit”  
i. Relationship + obedience = answered prayer (7) 
ii. God-glorifying, Life-of-Christ reproducing  (8) 

 
The metaphor of vine and branches underscores how our salvation, from 
beginning to end, is all of grace. Jesus is the faithful remnant of Israel— 
the true Vine and fruitful Vineyard (Ps. 80:8-16; Isa. 5:1-7; Ezek. 15:1-6).  
 

Notes from The Gospel Transformation Bible, ESV p. 1436 
 
The vineyard image was simply another way of expressing the teaching of John 
1:1-8. Jesus the Messiah is the Light of the world. Some will accept Him and gain 
eternal life. Others will reject Him and gain death. Jesus is the Vine to whom 
some will respond and bear fruit. Others will not respond to Him and will gain 
death. The “in Me” (15:2) is not the same as Paul’s “in Christ.” It is the place 
where the light of Christ shines on everyone (John 1:4, 9).  
 

Notes from “The New Bible Companion,” Hughes and Laney, p. 555 
 
The prototypical branch who has not remained is Judas, who departed in 13:30. 
He did not bear fruit, and is now in the realm of darkness, a mere tool of Satan. 
His eternal destiny, being cast into the fire of eternal judgment, is still to come.  
It seems most likely, therefore, that the branches who do not bear fruit and are 
taken away and burned are false believers, those who profess to belong to Jesus 
but who in reality do not belong to him. In the Gospel of John, the primary 
example of this category is Judas. In 1 John 2:18-19 the “antichrists” fall into the 
same category; they too may be thought of as branches that did not bear fruit. 
They departed from the ranks of the Christians because they never did really 
belong, and their departure shows that they did not belong.   
 

Study Notes from the NET (New English Translation) Bible 
https://net.bible.org/#!bible/John+15  
 

 


