
Some prayers are helpful models when we pray (see Matt. 6:9-13) 
 
Choose one ❏ of the following and commit to pray it everyday for 
one week for yourself and a friend __________________ (name). 
At the end of the week, phone/text/email/write and let them know 
that you were praying for them. 
 
❏  Ephesians 1:17-19a 
I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, 
may give you spiritual wisdom and revelation in your growing 
knowledge of him—since the eyes of your heart have been 
enlightened—so that you may know what is the hope of his 
calling, what is the wealth of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 
and what is the incomparable greatness of his power toward us 
who believe …. 
 
❏  Ephesians 3:16-19 
I pray that according to the wealth of his glory [the Father] may 
grant you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in the 
inner person, that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, so 
that, because you have been rooted and grounded in love, you 
may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth 
and length and height and depth, and thus to know the love of 
Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled up to 
all the fullness of God. 
 
❏  Philippians 1:9-11 
And I pray this, that your love may abound even more and more in 
knowledge and every kind of insight so that you can decide what 
is best, and thus be sincere and blameless for the day of Christ, 
filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus 
Christ to the glory and praise of God. 
 
❏  Colossians 1:9b-12 
[I ask] God to fill you with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual 
wisdom and understanding, so that you may live worthily of the 
Lord and please him in all respects—bearing fruit in every good 
deed, growing in the knowledge of God, being strengthened with 
all power according to his glorious might for the display of all 
patience and steadfastness, joyfully giving thanks to the Father 
who has qualified you to share in the saints' inheritance in the 
light.

The Dimensions of Christ’s Love	
Ephesians 3:14-21        November 5, 2017 
 
 

1.  Begin  here, kneeling in worshipful prayer  
 

All relationships  flow from the Father 
 

All resources  flow from the Father 
 
2.  Prayers for the whole church  include individual believers 
 

May you be strengthened with power  
    Through the Spirit—it is God’s  work, not ours  
    In your inner being—internal strength vs. external stress   
    (see 2 Cor. 4:16) 

  
May Christ dwell—as a resident , not as a guest 
    Through faith—a trusting reception (see John 1:12)  
    In your hearts—the center of the  will , not feelings 

 
“and you, being rooted and established in love” 

 
May you have power to grasp—wrap your mind  around 
    Together with  all the saints—in fellowship, not solo 
    Width, length, height, depth—dimensions of Christ’s love 

 
May you know that which surpasses knowledge (Phil. 4:7) 
    The love of Christ 
 

“to know how He loved and loves, and to experience His love 
in loving Him and loving others for His sake . . . It must find 
expression in experience, in sorrows and joys, trials and 
sufferings, in ways too deep for the mind of man to fathom, or 
for human language to express”  (Foukes, Ephesians, p105) 

 
May you be filled unto the measure of all the fullness of God! 

    All  of God filling  all  of His church for all  to see 
 



3.  God is larger  than the largest prayer for His Church! 
 

God is able to do all we ask 

God is able to do all we ask or imagine 

God is able to do more than all we ask or imagine 

God is able to do far  more than all we ask or imagine 

God is able to do way  beyond far more  
  than all we ask or imagine  

 
 
 according to His power— unlimited  (like His riches) 
 

 that is at work within us 
 
  
 The end of good doctrine         doxology. 
 
   

21 to Him be glory 
in the church and in Christ Jesus 

throughout all generations, 
forever and ever! 

Amen. 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

L i f e G r o u p  H o m e w o r k  
 
1.  How many prayers are recorded in the Bible?  
 

     ❏ Less than 50    ❏ around 100     ❏ 317    ❏ more than 600 
 
 
2.  Have you received internal strength from the Spirit to hold up  
     under external stress? Share if you are comfortable doing so. 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  What does it look like when Christ “dwells” or resides in a  
     church body? How do we recognize His presence among us? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.  READ Colossians 2:6-7.  From these verses, list some of the  
     characteristics of a growing “rooted and established” church.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.  Find ten Bible verses about the love of Christ, then list the  
     references below. How many different verses did your LG find? 
 
 John 3:16    Romans 5:8      ______________   
 
 ______________   ______________   ______________ 
 
 ______________   ______________   ______________ 
 
 ______________   ______________   ______________ 
 


