
What is “the fear of the LORD?       January 28, 2018 
 
1)  The “fear of the LORD” is a collocation of terms. “Fear” + “LORD” = “the fear of the LORD” 
 

Sing a ________   ________ an instrument  _________  a meal      (a. cook   b. play   c. song)
   
2)  When “fear” is used separately from “the fear of the LORD”  it frequently says “do not fear” 
 

"The LORD is the one who goes ahead of you; He will be with you. He will not fail you or forsake you. Do not fear or 
be dismayed." (Deuteronomy 31:8) 

 
3)  “The fear of the LORD”  is informed by the context  (words nearby expressing the same idea) 
 

"Now, Israel, what does the LORD your God require from you, but to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all His 
ways and love Him, and to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, and to observe the 
LORD”s commands and decrees that I am giving you today for your own good?” (Deuteronomy 10:12-13) 

 
4)  “The fear of the LORD” is a result  of learning and carefully following the Word of God. 
 

"It shall be with him and he shall read it all the days of his life, that he may learn to fear the LORD his God, 
by carefully following all the words of this law and these statutes,” (Deuteronomy 17:19) 
 

"Assemble the people, the men and the women and children and the alien who is in your town, so that they may hear 
and learn and fear the LORD your God, and be careful to follow all the words of this law.” (Deuteronomy 31:12) 

 
5)  “The fear of the LORD” is a response  to the God of the Word 
 

 “filial” ( child-like ) trust-fear NOT “servile” ( captive-like ) terror-fear  
 

As a father has compassion on his children, so the LORD has compassion on those who fear Him. (Psalm 103:13) 
 
6)  “The fear of the LORD” is humility and trust  in the Covenant Maker (Promise Giver) 
  

“[The wise] believe that [God] is, that He has spoken in the Bible, that He says what He means, and that He means 
what He says. They believe His promises and love Him; they believe His threats and fear Him.” (Bruce Waltke, 2008) 

 
7)   To “fear the LORD your God” and to “love  the LORD your God” refer to the same response. 
 

so that you and your son and your grandson might fear the LORD your God, to keep all His statutes and His 
commandments which I command you, all the days of your life, (Deuteronomy 6:2) 
 
4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5 Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your strength. (Deuteronomy 6:4-5) 

 
8)  “The fear of the LORD” is more than a respectful attitude; it is actions ; Iiving all of life as He does 
 

18 He ensures that orphans and widows receive justice. He shows love to the foreigners living among you and gives 
them food and clothing. 19 So you, too, must show love to foreigners, for you yourselves were once foreigners in the 
land of Egypt. 20 You must fear the Lord your God and worship him and cling to him. (Deuteronomy 10:18-20) 
 

9)  “The fear of the LORD” simplifies  life  
 

For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised; He is to be feared above all gods. (Psalm 96:4) 
 

The fear of man brings a snare, But he who trusts in the LORD will be kept safe. (Proverbs 29:25) 
 

10)  How should Christians respond to “the fear of the LORD?”  
 

This is how we know what love is: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning 
sacrifice for our sins. (1 John 4:10) 
 

“There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear, because fear has to do with punishment.” 1 John 4:16 
 

Great awe  and deep joy  co-exist simultaneously in the Christian for the sacrifice of Christ. 
 



 

L i f e G r o u p  H o m e w o r k  
 

 
1) READ Psalm 118:6 and compare with Luke 12:4-7. 

 
a) Who or what should you not fear and why? 

 
 

b) Who or what should you fear and why? 
 

 
2) READ and discuss the following quotes. Both are talking about “the fear of the LORD.” Are they helpful? How? 
 

“Aslan is a lion—the Lion, the great Lion."  

"Ooh" said Susan. "I'd thought he was a man. Is he quite safe? I shall feel rather nervous about meeting a lion"... 

"Safe?" said Mr Beaver, "Who said anything about safe? 'Course he isn't safe. But he's good. He's the King, I tell you.”  

(from C.S. Lewis, The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe) 

 
Unfortunately, many of us presume that the world is the ultimate threat and that God's function is to offset it. 
How different this is from the biblical position that God is far scarier than the world …. When we assume that the 
world is the ultimate threat, we give it unwarranted power, for in truth, the world's threats are temporary. When 
we expect God to balance the stress of the world, we reduce him to the world's equal …. As I walk with the 
Lord, I discover that God poses an ominous threat to my ego, but not to me. He rescues me from my delusions, 
so he may reveal the truth that sets me free. He casts me down, only to lift me up again. He sits in judgment of 
my sin, but forgives me nevertheless. Fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, but love from the Lord is its 
completion.  (from an article by William D. Eisenhower, “Fearing God”) 

   
 
3) Mark an “X” where you are on this continuum. Mark an “O” where you want to be. How will you get there? 

 

	
 (from When People are Big and God is Small by Edward Welch, 1997) 

 
 

4) From this week’s sermon, how would you explain an emotional response to “the fear of the LORD?” Some 
use phrases like “trembling trust” or “affectionate reverence.” How would you explain it? 

 
“the fear of the LORD” is like __________________________________ 

	

We	know	only		
God’s	holy	justice	

We	hide	from,	
avoid,	run	away	

We	live	in	

We	know	God’s	
holy	justice	and	
His	holy	love	

We	seek	God,	
approach,	run	to	


