
Two Paths. Two Very Different Endings 
Proverbs 5              February 25, 2018 
 

BIG IDEA: The way of folly and the way of wisdom are both open 
for you to choose; be careful, your choice determines your ending 
 
1. The parental introduction (1-6) 

a. Pay attention! Listen! Have a plan! Tell others! (1-2) 
b. The beginning is very  different from the end (3-4) 
c.  “She staggers down a crooked trail” NLT (5-6) 

i. Adultery has grave  consequences (2:16-19) 
ii. She has no clue how or where to find life 
 

2. The practical lesson (7-20) 
 

a. Avoid the folly  of sex outside of marriage (7-14) 
i. Keep far from her, don’t even go near her house! (7-8) 
ii. Two inevitable results (9-14) 

1) Ruin --  physical and financial 
2) Regret -- conscience and community 

 

b. Enjoy the wisdom  of sex inside marriage (15-20) 
i. Unbending boundaries  (15-17) 

1) Personal “your own” 
2) Private  (not public) 
3) Precious  (not shared) 

ii. Unending  pleasure (18-19) 
1) “ Enjoy  life with your wife!” (Ecc. 9:9) 
2) Taken with her  beauty 
3) Drunk  with her love 

iii. Why throwaway your marriage for a sexual thrill? (20) 
 

3. The theological conclusion (21-23) 
a. LORD’s omniscience  “He examines all his habits ” 
b. Snared and about to die by his own folly (1:29-32) 

c. Proverbs 28:13 

L i f e G r o u p  H o m e w o r k  
The book of Proverbs importantly teaches us to consider the end 
of a course of action in order to choose wisely. 
 
1. Discuss the following quote. Where have you seen this to be 

true? Share stories from your own experience. 
 

“nothing can be judged by its first stages” (Kidner, Proverbs) 
 
 
 
 
2. READ Matthew 7:13-14. Sounds almost like Proverbs! How 

can you keep the end in focus and choose wisely day-to-day? 
 

 
 
 
3. Find someone who has been married 20 years or more and 

ask, “What do you know now that you wish you knew earlier?” 
Write their answer below . . . 

 
 
 
 
 
4. COMPARE Prov. 5:3-4 and 11-12 with Prov. 14:12 and 19:20. 

Suggest 3 ways that older people can share wisdom/advice 
with younger people just starting out. Why is this valuable? 

 

a. 
 

b. 
 

c. 
 
 

5. Why do you think that Proverbs 1-9 gives more time telling 
how to avoid Woman Folly than it gives to Woman Wisdom? 

 
 
 
 


