
Advice on Friends from Proverbs 
         April 22, 2018 

Do keep  up 
 

A friend loves at all times, 
    and a brother is born for a time of adversity (17:17). 
 

Do not forsake your friend and the friend of your father 
     and do not go to your brother’s house when disaster strikes you-- 
     better a neighbor nearby than a brother far away (27:10). 

 
Do show  up 
 

A man of many companions may come to ruin 
    but there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother (18:24). 

 
Do speak  up (see also Psalm 141:5) 
 

Better is open rebuke 
     than hidden love 
 

Wounds from a friend can be trusted 
     but an enemy’s kisses are deceitful (27:5-6). 
 

As iron sharpens iron, 
     so one man sharpens another (27:17). 

 
Don’t be greedy  or self-serving 
 

Wealth brings many friends 
     but a poor man’s friend deserts him (19:4). 
 

Many curry favor with a ruler 
     and everyone is a friend of a man who gives gifts (19:6). 

 
Don’t be obnoxious , imposing, use hurtful humor, or cruel 
 

If a man loudly blesses his friend early in the morning 
     it will be taken as a curse (27:14). 
 

Seldom set foot in your friend’s house— 
     too much of you, and he will hate you (25:17). 
 

Like a madman shooting firebrands or deadly arrows 
     is a man who deceives his friend  
     and says, “I was only joking!” (26:18-19) 
 

Like one who takes away a garment on a cold day 
     or like vinegar poured on soda 
     is one who sings songs to a heavy heart (25:20). 

L i f e G r o u p  H o m e w o r k  
 

Whom do you consider to be your best friend ________________       
and when did you last talk (phone or in person) with him or her? 
 
 
 

1. READ Leviticus 19:18. How many times _____ is this verse 
quoted in the New Testament? List the references. 
 
 
 

 
What does this indicate about the importance of developing 
meaningful neighbor/friend relationships? 
 

 
 

2. READ James 2:23 and John 15:9-17. Neither Abraham nor the 
disciples were perfect, far from it. What was the foundation of 
their friendship with God? 
 
 
 

3. Agree/disagree The gospel automatically creates friendship 
with God and others. 
 
 

 
4. What is your LifeGroup, Sunday School class, or other small 

group doing to help people make friends? How can you help? 
 

 
 
 

5. Telling someone that you value their friendship is one of the 
most important things you can do to improve the relationship.  
 
Whom will you tell?  __________________________ 

When?  ___________________     ❏ check when completed 


