
Stephen Ministry:  
What is Distinctly Christian Caregiving?  4/8/18 
 
 

The first two letters of “Christ” 
written in the Greek alphabet 
are Chi (kye) and Rho (row) 
  

               
When written one 
on top of the other 
it becomes an abbreviation 
referring to Ch r i s t 
 
 
The Caregiver’s Compass 
 
1. Christ caring for people through people   (John 13:34-35) 

 
 

2. Compassionate (Matt. 9:35-38; Eph. 4:32) 
a. Love in action  (different from pity) 
b. Remembering what God does  for us in Christ 

 

3. Full of faith (Acts 6:5,8; Rom. 4:20-21) 
a. Full of faith & the Holy Spirit; full of grace  & power 
b. Trusting God’s Word despite impossibilities  

  

4. Skilled (Acts 4:13; 1 Pet. 4:10-11)     50 hours of training  
a. Known as people who know Jesus  
b. “No rust  on my tools” (supervision; continuing ed) 
 

5. Trustworthy (1 Cor. 4:2; Matt. 5:37) 
a. Faithful 
b. Making promises and keeping commitments 

 

L i f e G r o u p  H o m e w o r k  
 

1. What experience have you had giving care to another? 
 
 

What experience have you had receiving care from another? 
 
 
 
2. Check 3 below that could benefit by having a Stephen Minister 

to walk alongside during the positive adjustments. Discuss. 
 

£ Retirement 
£ First child’s first day of kindergarten 
£ Starting a new job or being given added responsibility 
£ Being newly married; having a new baby 
£ Moving to a new community 
£ Empty nest (last child leaves home) 
£ Buying or selling a house 

 

3. Check 3 below that could benefit by having a Stephen Minister 
to walk alongside during the difficult adjustments. Discuss. 
 

£ Being fired or laid off from a job 
£ Having a child suspended or expelled from school 
£ The death of a child or spouse 
£ Diagnosis of a life threatening illness 
£ End of a relationship through breakup or divorce 
£ Losing a house to foreclosure or a business failure 
£ Being transitioned to assisted living or a nursing home 

 
4. READ Psalm 34:18. What does ‘brokenhearted’ taste like? 

What colors would you paint ‘brokenhearted’ with? What does 
it sound like? What musical instruments would you use? What 
is the weather of ‘brokenhearted’ like? The temperature?  

 
5. READ Isaiah 53:3. How familiar was Jesus with suffering? 

How does Jesus redeem and restore the brokenhearted? 
 


