
Every Church Needs Godly Leaders 
Titus 1:5-16               October 28, 2018 
 
1.  Paul profiles qualified elders by their behavior  (1:6-9) 
 

A.  Marriage and family—in a word “blameless ” 
 Being faithful to one  wife 
 Having faithful children, not wild or rebellious (1 Tim 3:4) 

 

B.  Personal—in a word “blameless” 
  

     “entrusted with God’s work” managers  (1 Cor. 4:1-2) 
 

Character qualities of potential elders in Crete 
Six negatives Six positives 

Blameless Welcoming strangers 
Not arrogant; self-willed Lover of what is good 
Not quick-tempered Of sound mind; sensible 
Not given to alcohol Righteous; does God’s will 
Not physically violent Holy; devout; God-pleasing 
Not greedy for gain Disciplined; self-controlled 

 
C. Doctrinal—“holding firmly to the trustworthy message” 
 Encourage by sound doctrine AND  refute opposition  

 
 

2.  Paul profiles disqualified leaders by their talk  (1:10-16) 
 
 A.  Many rebellious people, mere  talkers and deceivers 
 

   This was happening in the house churches on Crete 
  by Jewish false teachers with Pharisaic leanings 
 
 B.  Muzzle (!) the greedy and confusing false teachers 
 
 C.  Keep on rebuking them sharply, so that they will be . . . 
  

sound  in the faith AND pay no more attention to Jewish 
myths and legalism (Titus 3:9; also Col. 2:21-22) 

 
D.  If true Christian confession (words) is not consistent  

with pure  Christian conduct (deeds), then that person  
is detestable, disobedient, and disqualified as a leader. 

L i f e G r o u p  H o m e w o r k  
       

1.  READ Acts 20:17, 28 and 1 Peter 5:1-2. There are three 
interchangeable terms used of a church’s spiritual leaders.  
(Put each term in the appropriate blank below.) 

 
“___________ ” speaks of age/maturity and respect  
“_________________ ” speaks of role and responsibility 
“________________ ” speaks of leading and feeding the flock 

 
 
2.  READ Acts 14:23 and compare Titus 1:5. The practice of Paul 

was to have multiple (more than one) elders in each church. 
What should a church do if there are no qualified men? 

 
 
 
 
3.  READ 1 Corinthians 1:8-9; Colossians 1:22; 1 Thes. 5:23-24.  
      Is the requirement for an elder to be “blameless” (Titus 1:6-7)    
      realistic or idealistic? Explain. 
 
 
 
 
4.  READ 1 Timothy 5:1 and 2 Timothy 2:23-26. How does Paul 

encourage Timothy to address errors in Ephesus? What 
sounds different from the situation Titus faced in Crete?  

 
 
 
 
5.  READ Mark 7:15; Luke 11:41 and Romans 14:20. Discuss how 

purity is internal, not external, conformity to God’s will. Pray for 
one another and your church elders to be pure (Titus 1:15). 

 
 
 


