
4.  Paul’s letter to Titus was for a specific person, time, place, etc. 
DISCUSS--Is this letter relevant for our church today?  Y // N 

 
  
 
 
 
5.  Check two. Only two. How is each one relevant to your life? 
 

£ Appoint elders of Christ-like, proven character (1:5-9) 
 

£ Call out people who only talk about God (1:10-16) 
 

£ Avoid foolish, argumentative, divisive people (3:9-11) 
 

£ Teach practical truth to both men and women (2:1-8) 
 

£ Disciple younger people by older folks (2:1-8) 
 

£ Know, teach and hold on to sound doctrine (1:9 and 2:1) 
 

£ Be devoted to doing good (2:14; 3:1, 8, 14) 
 

£ Practice self-control (1:8, 2:2, 5, 6, 12) 
 

£ Grace based—not legalism—purity of life (2:11-14) 
 

£ Radically changed lives are a witness to others (2:8, 10) 
 
 
 
6.  What do you hope to learn from our study of Titus?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Introduction to Titus      October 21, 2018 
Titus 1:1-4 
 
Author—Paul, the apostle (Titus 1:1) 
 
Recipient—a personal letter written to Titus, Paul’s close friend 
and trusted ministry co-worker (Titus 1:4) 
 
Titus is mentioned 14 times in the New Testament, but not in Acts 
 

Galatians 2:1-3   Titus was a Greek, a non-Jew 
2 Cor. 2:12-13   Paul longed to meet up with Titus 
2 Cor. 7:5-6   God comforted Paul through Titus 
2 Cor. 8:6, 16-17, 23 Paul gave Titus important tasks 
Titus 1:4 (1 Tim. 1:2) Much loved, spiritual son of Paul 

 
Titus was a trustworthy, encouraging, enthusiastic, competent  
and skilled leader in the early church alongside the apostle Paul. 
 
 
Date—around AD64 (see chart below) 
 

DATE PAUL’S WHEREABOUTS SCRIPTURE REFERENCES 
34 Paul’s conversion Acts 9 
34-36  In Arabia and later Damascus Galatians 1:17 
36 1st Jerusalem visit Galatians 1:18 
46 2nd Jerusalem visit Gal. 2:1; also Acts 11:27-30 
50-51 18 mos. in Corinth Acts 18:11 
51-54 3 yrs. in Ephesus Acts 20:31 

55 Visit to Greece (inc. Corinth), 
Pentecost in Jerusalem Acts 20:2-3, 16 

55 Paul’s arrest in Jerusalem Acts 21 – 22  

55-57 Transfer to Rome, trials by 
Felix, Festus, Agrippa Acts 23 – 27  

58-60/ 
60-62  

Arrival in Rome, house arrest, 
awaiting trial Acts 28 

62 Paul’s release -- 
63-65  Letter to Titus Titus 

65/66 Subsequent ministry by Titus 
and Paul; Paul’s re-arrest 2 Tim. 4:10 

65/66/67 Paul’s martyrdom -- 
from: Commentary on 1-2 Timothy and Titus, Kostenberger, 2017 
 



Setting—Crete is the 5th largest island in the Mediterranean. It had 
several important harbors, but a mountainous interior with few 
roads in Paul’s day. When Titus was written, there were approx. 
20 towns on Crete with their own magistrates and money (coins) 
and religious centers dedicated to Greek, Roman, and Egyptian 
gods, called ‘saviors’ by some. (Kostenberger, 2017) 
 
Theme(s) of Titus 
 

The grace of God, the saving work of Christ, and the sanctifying    
   work of the Spirit will transform Christian churches and families. 
Both holding to sound doctrine and also doing good are necessary   
   in order to rebuke error, teach truth, and commend Christ. 
 
Outline of Titus   How does this work and what does it look like . . .  
 

TITUS 1 In church when Christians meet together?  
TITUS 2 On a personal level, with family and individuals? 
TITUS 3 In public , interacting with unbelievers? 

 
Greeting  Titus 1:1-4  
 
1 Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ to further the 
faith of God’s elect and their knowledge of the truth that leads to 
godliness— 2 in the hope of eternal life, which God, who does not 
lie, promised before the beginning of time,3 and which now at his 
appointed season he has brought to light through the preaching 
entrusted to me by the command of God our Savior, 
4 To Titus, my true son in our common faith: 
Grace and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Savior. 
 
1. Paul was a slave  of God on a mission  for Christ 

2. Right believing (orthodoxy) AND right living (orthopraxy) 

3. God “cannot lie” – unlike people (1:12) and the devil (John 8:44) 

4. God’s gracious plan is now  evident in Christ (1:3; 2:11; 3:4) 

5. Titus and Paul and me(!) share a common faith 

6. In this letter, Paul uses the term “ Savior ” six times 

 

L i f e G r o u p  H o m e w o r k  
 
What insight, observation, or principle did you find eye-opening, 
troubling or helpful from this introduction to Titus? 
 
 
 
1.  READ Titus and note how long it takes you       _______ min. 

What was your favorite verse(s)? Copy it on the lines below: 
 
 __________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

 
 
2.  Crete is the 5th largest island in the Mediterranean Sea. What 

are the other four?  
 

 1.       2. 
 
 3.       4. 
 
 5.  Crete 

 
 
3.  Several people in the Bible were called “servants of God” 

including Moses, David, and Elijah. Paul called himself a 
“slave of Christ Jesus” (Romans 1:1 and Philippians 1:1). 

 

 LOOK UP Col. 3:23-24. Do you serve Jesus Christ? How? 
 
 
 
 
 


