
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of 
Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and 
having salvation is he, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a 
colt, the foal of a donkey. I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 
and the war horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be 
cut off, and he shall speak peace to the nations; his rule shall be 
from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth. As 
for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will 
set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. Return to your 
stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I declare that I will restore 
to you double. Zech. 9:9-12 (ESV) 

PALM SUNDAY PRAYER 
Dear Lord Jesus, we’ll exhaust the wonder of this passage as 
soon as we drink Niagara Falls dry; as soon as we memorize the 
names of every star you’ve launched into the heavens; as soon as 
we finish climbing all the Alps in Switzerland, Italy, Germany, and 
France. You are the King of Zechariah’s vision, and on this Palm 
Sunday, we worship, honor, and bless you. 
No other king could show up to conquer warhorses and warriors, 
humbly riding on the foal of a donkey. No other king could break 
the battle bow and the backbone of all warfare, by the 
brokenness of the cross. No other king could supplant the politics 
of evil and tyranny of power, with an eternal reign of peace. 
No other king could offer his life and death, for the redemption 
and restoration, of rebels and idolaters like us. No other king 
could possibly make prisoners of sin, death, and “waterless pits,” 
into prisoners of hope. 
Lord Jesus, you are that King—the King of glory, the King of 
kings and Lord of lords—the Monarch of mercy, the Governor of 
grace, the Prince of Peace. Great is our rejoicing, for you have 
come to us, righteous and victorious, loving and sovereign. 
By the riches of your grace, continue to free us from waterless 
pits, broken cisterns and worthless idols. By the power of the 
gospel, enable us to live as prisoners of hope and agents of 
redemption until the Day you return to finish making all things 
new. So very Amen we pray, in your holy and matchless name. 
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/scotty-smith/a-prayer-
for-palm-sunday/

Is Your Heart Prepared for a King? 
Matthew 21:1-11     Palm Sunday, April 14, 2019 
 

PALM SUNDAY—this day is the first day of Jesus’ Passion Week. 
It is a day filled with hope in God’s promises, peace, salvation and 
victory . . . but only for hearts prepared to submit to their king. 
 
1.  King Jesus came to fulfill  all of God’s promises  
 
 exuberant, noisy  joy is called for (see 2 Cor. 1:20) 
 

9 Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! 
     Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! 
See, your king comes to you,  
     righteous and victorious, 
lowly and riding on a donkey, 
     on a colt, the foal of a donkey.    Zechariah 9:9  (500BC) 

 
2.  King Jesus came to proclaim  peace  
 
 on a humble donkey, not a war  horse (Psa. 33:16-17) 
 

6 For to us a child is born, 
     to us a son is given, 
     and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called 
     Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
     Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.   Isaiah 9:6 
 
10 I will take away the chariots from Ephraim 
     and the warhorses from Jerusalem, 
     and the battle bow will be broken. 
He will proclaim peace to the nations. 
     His rule will extend from sea to sea 
     and from the River to the ends of the earth.  

Zechariah 9:10 
 
 
 



 3.  King Jesus came with salvation  (Psalm 96:1-3)  
 

21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him  
the name Jesus, because he will save his people  
from their sins.”    Matthew 1:21 

 
25 Lord, save us! 
        Lord, grant us success! 
26 Blessed is he who comes in  

the name of the Lord. 
From the house of the Lord we bless you.  

Psalm 118:25-26 
 
 
4.  King Jesus came victorious , on His own merits 
 
 palm branches (see Lev. 23:40, rejoicing) assoc. with victory 
 

15  Shouts of joy and victory 
          resound in the tents of the righteous: 
    “The Lord’s right hand has done mighty things! 
16       The Lord’s right hand is lifted high; 
          the Lord’s right hand has done mighty things!”    

Psalm 118:15-16 
 
“The battle was single-handed; the victory is shared.” 
 (TOTC, Psalms 73-150, Derek Kidner, p. 414) 
 
 
5.  Is your heart prepared for a king?  Welcome  him. 
 

37 “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone 
those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your 
children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her 
wings, and you were not willing. 38 Look, your house is left to 
you desolate. 39 For I tell you, you will not see me again until 
you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.’ ”     

Matthew 23:37-39 
 

L i f e G r o u p  H o m e w o r k  
 
1.  PRAY out loud the Palm Sunday prayer written by Scotty Smith  
     (see reverse side). Which sentences or phrases impacted you? 
 
 
 
2.  READ Isaiah 9:7; Matthew 20:30-31; 21:9 and 15. What did  

people mean when they called Jesus the “Son of David?” 
 
 
 
3.  READ John 18:33-37. What did Jesus say in response to Pilate  

when asked “Are you the king of the Jews?” 
 
 
 
4.  CHECK one box ❑ in each line below and be prepared to  

discuss your reasons. (You can choose ❑ neither or ❑ both.) 
 
According to the Bible, Jesus reigns in a kingdom that is . . . 

 
 ❑ eternal   ❑ temporal    ❑ neither   ❑ both 
 

 ❑ earthly   ❑ heavenly    ❑ neither   ❑ both 
 

 ❑ human   ❑ divine    ❑ neither   ❑ both 
 

 ❑ spiritual   ❑ political    ❑ neither    ❑ both 
 

 ❑ real      ❑ pretend    ❑ neither    ❑ both 
 

 ❑ intellectual   ❑ practical    ❑ neither    ❑ both 
 

 ❑ loving    ❑ judging    ❑ neither    ❑ both 
 
 
5.  Do you know that Jesus is your King, your Lord, your Savior?     

What practical difference will He make in your life this week? 

 

  


