
The Glory of God and a Martyr’s Honor 
Acts 7:54-8:1a            May 26, 2019 
 
1. Stephen’s extraordinary vision  (7:54-56) 
 

 54 Now when they heard these things they were enraged, 
and they ground their teeth at him. 55 But he, full of the Holy 
Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and 
Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 And he said, 
“Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man 
standing at the right hand of God.” 

 
 “God’s glory” is the visible  effulgence of His perfections 
 

“Effulgence is brightness taken to the extreme. You may be dazzled 
by it, stunned by it, or even overcome by it. Usually used to refer to 
the sun, or some other megastar . . .”   (vocabulary.com)  

 
His glory is as much of the Father  as can be seen 
(John 6:46 and 1 Timothy 6:16) 

 
When Stephen glimpses  the glory of God, he sees what 
Moses (Exo. 33:18 – 34) and Isaiah saw (Isa. 6:1-6) 

 
But wait . . . there’s more!  

 
o Jesus is at God’s right hand, the place of honor 
o Jesus is an equal  in God’s presence at His side 
o Jesus ascended, he was enthroned and sat  down 

(Psalm 110:1 quoted by Peter in Acts 2:34-35) 
 

“He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven” 
(Hebrews 1:3 and also 8:1; 10:12 and 12:2)  

 

o Jesus has authority as the Son of Man to judge 
(John 5:27; see also Luke 22:69) 

 

o Jesus is standing  to welcome Stephen personally and 
oppose his accusers/executioners 

 
Blasphemy is saying things about God that are grossly untrue, 
or ascribing to another the rights or qualities of God. 

2. The crowd’s murderous  response (7:57-58) 
 

57 But they cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears 
and rushed together at him. 58 Then they cast him out of the 
city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their 
garments at the feet of a young man named Saul. 

 

They were enraged  (see 7:54 and also 5:33), and united  
in their intent to kill Stephen. 
 

Saul was an accomplice in Stephen’s murder (Acts 22:20) 
 

3. Stephen’s Christ -like death (7:59 – 8:1a) 
 

59 And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord 
Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 And falling to his knees he cried 
out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against 
them.” And when he had said this, he fell asleep. 
8-1 And Saul approved of his execution. 

 
Similarities between Jesus and his martyr ( witness ) Stephen 

Both were tried before the Sanhedrin (Matt. 26:59; 6:15) 
Both were accused of being anti-temple (Matt. 26:61; 6:14) 
Both were accused by false witnesses (Matt. 26:60; 6:13) 
Both were charged with blasphemy (Matt. 26:65; 6:11) 
Both were questioned by the high priest (Matt. 26:62-63; 7:1) 
Both prayed committing their spirit to God (Luke 23:46; 7:59) 
Both cried out at the moment of death (Matt. 27:50; 7:60) 
Both interceded for their enemies (Luke 23:34; 7:60) 

 
Stephen “fell asleep”—death as sleep, not ‘soul sleep’—at rest 
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