
Kingdoms in Conflict.  
Psalm 2      June 23, 2019 
 
1 Why do the nations conspire 
     and the peoples plot in vain? 
2 The kings of the earth rise up 
     and the rulers band together 
    against the LORD  

and against his anointed, saying, 
3 “Let us break their chains 
     and throw off their shackles.” 
 
4 The One enthroned in heaven laughs; 
     the Lord scoffs at them. 
5 He rebukes them in his anger 
     and terrifies them in his wrath, saying, 
6 “I have installed my king 
     on Zion, my holy mountain.” 
 
7 I will proclaim the LORD’s decree: 
He said to me, “You are my son; 
     today I have become your father. 
8 Ask me, 
     and I will make the nations your inheritance, 
     the ends of the earth your possession. 
9 You will break them with a rod of iron; 
     you will dash them to pieces like pottery.” 
 
10 Therefore, you kings, be wise; 
     be warned, you rulers of the earth. 
11 Serve the LORD with fear 
     and celebrate his rule with trembling. 
12 Kiss his son, or he will be angry 
     and your way will lead to your destruction, 
 for his wrath can flare up in a moment. 

Blessed are all who take refuge in him. 

 

NOTE: Psalm 2 is the most frequently quoted psalm in the New Testament.  
 
Rulers rebel (1-3) 

(1) Raging, mischievous, impotent, purposeless and empty . . . “Why?” 
 

(2) “The kings of the earth” limited  in scope and duration (Psa. 10:16-18) 
 “Against the LORD and against his Anointed” = Messiah, Christ (Acts 4:25-26) 

The Father and Son are one  (John 10:30; 1 John 2:23) 
 

(3) “Let us break their chains”  God’s subjects are hell  bent for freedom,     
freedom away from God 

 
God rebukes (4-6) 
 (4) God is “enthroned in heaven” above  the nations 

First, God is amused (Psa. 37:13; 59:8), by “their boundless stupidity” (K&D) 
 

(5) His speech is thunder and lightening (Job 26:14), God’s wrath  is His righteous 
response to evil/injustice on a daily basis (Psa. 7:11). They are undone! 
 

 (6) God installs His  chosen king on His  holy mountain on His  agenda 
 
Messiah reigns (7-9) 
 (7) “He said to me” a new speaker, the Anointed King, Christ  is talking 

“Today” looks forward  to the day of Jesus’ resurrection (Acts 13:33)  
“I have become your father” (2 Sam. 7:14) promise  to David’s descendants 
He is enthroned above angels (Heb. 1:5), above priests (Heb. 5:5), above all ! 
 

(8) “the ends of the earth” unlimited scope (Psa. 24:1) and duration (Rev. 11:15) 
 

(9) The Shepherd’s staff  is also the Ruler’s scepter (Rev. 2:27; 12:5; 19:15) 
  
People respond (10-12) 
  (10) “Be wise ; be warned ” 
 

(11) “Serve the LORD with fear and rejoice  in His rule with trembling”    
 

(12) “Kiss his son” = worship  Christ, “or he [the Father] will be angry” 
“Blessed are all who take refuge in Him”   a closing word of grace 
 

 “There is no refuge from  God, only refuge in Him.” (Kidner, Psalms, p53) 



On Your Own (better together) 
Read the cartoon on front and answer the questions. 
 
1. Is polite rejection a form of rebellion against God? 
 
 
 
 
 
2. From Psalm 2, how would you begin a conversation 
with a friend who was quietly ignoring God? 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  Is salvation an offer to accept/reject or a demand to 
surrender to King Jesus, God’s anointed Son? Explain 
Support your answer from the Bible. 
 
 
 
 
 
4.  READ Psalm 145:8-9. How is God’s character 
described? Does it sound like Psalm 2? Explain. 
  
 
 
 
 
DISCUSS this quote: “God’s patience is not placidity, 
any more than His fierce anger is loss of control, His 
laughter cruelty or His pity sentimentality. When His 
moment comes for judgment, in any given case, it will 
be by definition beyond appeasing or postponing.” 
(Kidner, Psalms, p53) 
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