
Psalm 32    Of David. A Maskil. 
 

1 How joyful is the one  
whose transgression is forgiven, 
whose sin is covered! 

2 How joyful is a person whom 
the Lord does not charge with iniquity 
and in whose spirit is no deceit! 

 
3 When I kept silent, my bones became brittle 

from my groaning all day long. 
4 For day and night your hand was heavy on me; 

my strength was drained 
as in the summer’s heat.       Selah 

5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you 
and did not conceal my iniquity. 

I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,” 
and you forgave the guilt of my sin.     Selah 

 
6 Therefore let everyone who is faithful pray to you immediately. 

When great floodwaters come, 
they will not reach him. 

7 You are my hiding place; 
you protect me from trouble. 
You surround me with joyful shouts of deliverance. Selah 

 
8 I will instruct you and show you the way to go; 

with my eye on you, I will give counsel. 
9 Do not be like a horse or mule, 

without understanding, 
that must be controlled with bit and bridle 

or else it will not come near you. 
 
10 Many pains come to the wicked, 

but the one who trusts in the Lord 
will have faithful love surrounding him. 

11 Be glad in the Lord and rejoice, you righteous ones; 
shout for joy, all you upright in heart. 

Forgiveness: It Is Yours for the Asking 
Psalm 32             August 4, 2019 
 
1.  A joyful exuberance (1-2) 
 

transgression is forgiven = lifted up and carried away 
(Exodus 34:7; Numbers 14:18; Micah 7:18) 
 

sin is covered = as in to cover a debt ; paid in full 
 

iniquity is not charged = no record of it on my account 
(Romans 4:1-8 and 23-25) 
 
What does God do with forgiven sin? Where are they? 

o God removes it impossibly far away; never reached  
(Psalm 103:11-12)  

 

o God places it behind His back; never retrieved 
(Isaiah 38:17) 

 

o God wipes it out; never remembered 
(Isaiah 43:25) 

 

o God evaporates it like a cloud or mist; never seen  
(Isa. 44:21-22) 

 

o God casts it into the deepest sea; never brought up  
(Micah 7:18-19) 

No deceit = no covering up, no evading, no minimizing,  
no blaming, no hiding, no pretending, no wearing a mask 

 
2.  A miserable condition (3-5) 
 

God’s forgiveness is conditional  upon the asking 
(Proverbs 28:13; Matthew 18:32; 1 John 1:9) 

 
3.  A window of grace (6-7) 
 

When disaster threatens hide in God, not from God  
 
4.  An unflattering comparison (8-9) 
 

Do not be stupid! Come close  to God. 
(James 4:6-8; quote from Proverbs 3:34) 

 
5.  Your choice: many sorrows or joyful songs  (10-11) 


