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“But they are your people, your inheritance that you brought out by 
your great power and your outstretched arm” (Deuteronomy 9:29) 
 
What accounts for the Israel’s role in world history? 
 

Size? No, they were small and insignificant 
 
Remarkable, natural gifts? No, nothing special  there. 
 

o Nothing like Greek  philosophy, art, literature, etc. 
o Nothing like the Roman senate, army, building, etc. 

 
Ability to make friends? No, they were exclusive, stubborn , 
intolerant, hating and being hated 
 
Natural resources? No, it occupies a small spot on the map , 
bounded by an ocean, desert and mountains. Mostly barren. 
 
Seaports and commerce? No, the best harbors belonged to the 
Phoenicians in the north and Philistines on the south. 
 
Status and role? No, first enslaved in Egypt then conquered by 
Assyria, then Babylon, then Persia. They survived, but how ? 
 
Commitment to their God? No, they had barely escaped slavery in 
Egypt when they fall into an idolatrous orgy. 
 

o Rebellion—against God’s leadership ; Moses & Aaron 
o Idolatry—golden calf, Baal, Asherah, Molech and more! 

 
Internal cohesion and unity? No, they split and divided and spent 
time and resources each trying to neutralize the other.  
 
Obedience and virtue? No, the record of Israel is a list of sins  
and shortcomings throughout the Hebrew Scriptures. 
 
Ability to learn lessons? No, taken into captivity in Babylon, they 
return again, only to despair under Roman occupation. 
 

What does Israel have to do with Christianity being true? 
 
All of Israel’s history, not just a part of it, testifies to God’s ability to 
keep His promises, to fulfill His word, and to establish Israel as His 
inheritance through whom He brought Jesus to save the world. 
 
Israel’s utter spiritual poverty—they had not a single claim on 
God, but God had claimed them as “His inheritance” forever! 
 
Israel’s guaranteed survival—despite nations raging , others  
were powerless to thwart God’s purpose for His people. 
 
Israel’s greater destiny—the prophets, century after century, told 
of a glorious future. From Jacob a ruler would arise for all peoples. 
 
Israel’s knowledge of God—revealed thru relationship with God, 
His sovereign grace  was their only hope  of salvation. 
 
ISAIAH 55 
 

“Come, everyone who thirsts, 
    come to the waters; 
and he who has no money, 
    come, buy and eat! 
Come, buy wine and milk 
    without money and without price. 
2 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 
    and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 
Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good, 
    and delight yourselves in rich food. 
 
6 “Seek the Lord while he may be found; 
    call upon him while he is near; 
7 let the wicked forsake his way, 
    and the unrighteous man his thoughts; 
let him return to the Lord, that he may have compassion on him, 
    and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 

 
(“The History of Israel An Argument In Favour of Christiantiy” was preached in St. Paul’s 
Cathedral on May 21, 1876 by Bishop J. B. Lightfoot, 1828 - 1889) 


