
The Transcultural Transforming Work 
of the Gospel of Grace	

Acts 15:1-35          Mar. 1, 2020 
 
1. The Controversy (15:1-5) 

Circumcision was the sign of God’s covenant with His people 
(Gen. 17:11; Exod. 12:48; Lev. 12:3) and is required in order 
for Gentiles to be saved  .            YES         NO 
 

     Mosaic covenant        New Covenant—Jesus’ Followers 
Dietary laws   no dietary laws (Acts 10:15) 
Circumcision   no circumcision (Acts 15:1,5, 19) 
Strict sabbath  no strict sabbath keeping (Luke 6:1-11) 
Ritual washing  no ritual washing (Luke 11:37-38) 
Temple worship  no temple! (Luke 21:6; Acts 7:48-49) 

 

2. Compromise destroys  the gospel of grace (15:6-21) 

a. Peter speaks first (see Acts 10-11)	 

i. God gave uncircumcised Gentiles the Holy Spirit  

ii. God “made no distinction” (see Matt. 20:12) 

iii. God cleansed  their hearts by faith 

iv. God saved us, the same as them, by grace 

b. Barnabas and Paul give their report (see Acts 13-14) 

    God confirmed the Word  by signs and wonders 

c. James, leader of the Jerusalem church (see Acts 12:17)	 

i. God is taking “a people  for His name”  

ii. The prophets agree  (see Rom. 15:7-13) 

iii. Don’t make it difficult for Gentiles to turn to God 

iv. Identify and avoid  barriers to fellowship 

 

3. Compromise strengthens the fellowship of believers (15:22-29) 

a. Discern  between salvation and fellowship issues 

b. Embrace compromise as a positive  outcome 

c. Relay decisions  without rehashing the debate 

d. Allow for different expressions of faith  in Christ  

 
L i f e G r o u p  H o m e w o r k  

 
1.  Acts 15 is central. What can it teach us about multi-culturalism,    
      racism and ethnic diversity among Christians in church today? 
 
 
 
2.  Tell of a time when you worshipped Jesus with Christians from     
      a different cultural background. What did you like? Or, dislike? 
 
 
 
3.  READ Galatians 5:1-6. Paul is confronting Judaizers, people  
       who believed grace + the Mosaic law = a Christ follower.  

Write below some things wrongly added to grace (5:4) today. 
  
        _______________   ______________ ______________ 
 
 
4.  READ Romans 14:1-12. Write three reasons why it is wrong 
      to judge how a fellow believer lives out his/her faith in Christ. 
 
    a. 
 
    b. 
 
    c. 
 
 
5.  agree/disagree 
 No matter how you try to spin it, compromise always means   
        settling for less than an ideal outcome. Someone loses. 
 


