
The Wonderful Way the Gospel Upsets Everything 
Acts 17:1-15         March 15, 2020 
 
OUTLINE           Thes.   Berea 
Paul and Silas preach Christ in the synagogue 
Men and women receive the word and believe 
But jealous Jews want to kill Paul and Silas 
Paul and Silas are hidden, then sent away 

 
1.  Everyone wants a savior , just not Jesus 
 
 Open the Bible, then trust God to open minds and hearts 
 (Luke 24:32 and 45; Acts 16:14) 
 
 Psalm 118:22  rejection  (Lk 20:17; Acts 4:11-12) 
 Isaiah 53  vicarious (in another’s place) suffering 

Psalm 22 & 69 violent crucifixion 
 Psalm 16:8-11 victorious  resurrection (Acts 2:25-28) 

 
2.  What does it mean “they turned the world upside down?”  
 
Jesus redrew the boundaries of shame  and honor by including 
the unclean and outcasts in His covenant community (Lk 1:51-53). 
This was extremely disturbing to devout Jews! 
 

the first will be last and the last will be first (Luke 13:30) 
exalted are humbled and humbled are exalted (Luke 14:11) 

poor, crippled, lame invited not friends, relatives, rich (Luke 14:12-14) 
99 righteous folks create less joy than one repentant sinner (Luke 15) 

 
Faith in “Jesus, the Christ” defines who’s in / out with God 

 
3.  How should we “receive the word” like the Bereans? 
 
 eagerness = not held back by pride  or previous ideas 
 examined daily = careful inquiry is best in community 
 

JESUS IS THE MESSIAH WE NEED TO REARRANGE OUR WORLD 
ACCORDING TO HIS WORD. 

 “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.”– Psalm 46:1 

1). Pray for the Lord to intervene to stop the spread of the coronavirus. Pray in Jesus’ 
name that the virus would recede from this day forward, and that the numbers of those 
infected would decline rapidly. Pray, trusting the Lord to intervene with his loving care. 

2) Pray for those who are sick, that they will have access to the care and treatment they 
need. Pray for peace and perseverance amidst suffering. Pray for those in isolation who 
are cut off from their normal routines and support systems, that they would seek their 
strength in Jesus. Pray encouragement for the thousands in quarantine, waiting to find out 
if they have the virus. 

3) Pray for health care workers who are caring for those with COVID-19. Pray for their 
protection from the virus, for stamina during long and intense work hours, and for safe 
protocols to be observed in healthcare institutions in order to keep them protected. Pray for 
health workers to seek the Lord during this crisis. 

4) Pray for grieving families who have lost loved ones to the coronavirus. Even as their 
hearts are breaking, pray they would know the nearness and comfort of the Holy Spirit. 
Pray that they would feel compassion from the Lord and from friends and neighbors  
coming around them. Pray against despair; pray for new mercies every morning. 

5). Pray for pastors serving their churches and communities affected and infected by 
COVID-19. We pray that the Holy Spirit would give these shepherd-leaders the right words 
for the right time and the right actions for each situation. Pray they would speak the gospel 
in heart, word and deed to each person they minister to. 

6). Pray for the body of Christ worldwide, that the church would rise up to pray and to 
support the sick and their caregivers in practical and sacrificial ways. Pray for the church to 
be a light on a hill in hospitals, communities and cities where God has placed them. Pray 
for an outpouring of love, compassion and service, in Jesus’ name. 

7). Pray for government officials and decision-makers who are leading countries and 
organizations through the crisis. We acknowledge that the Lord has allowed each one to be 
in a place of influence during this time. Pray they would mobilize resources quickly and 
effectively to where they are most needed. Pray for all those working behind the scenes 
and for the good administration and execution of response efforts worldwide. 

8) Pray for those waking up each day to fallout caused by COVID-19, that they would reach 
out to the Lord. Pray for people to earnestly seek the Lord. We know the desire to seek 
the Lord comes from the Lord, and we know he will meet them. Pray for those whose 
businesses and livelihoods are ruined by the halt in many sectors of the economy. Pray for 
those who may lose jobs and salaries. For each one, we pray new beginnings with the Lord 
walking by their side. 

9). Pray for our missionaries worldwide today, especially those serving in areas acutely 
impacted by COVID-19. Pray for wisdom for each ministry team to know how to carry out 
their responsibilities. We pray that ministries would not have to shut down, but that the Lord 
would carry them through this difficult time, for his glory. 

10). Pray for all those who live and die without the knowledge of Jesus to hear about him 
through this crisis and respond to his love. We pray salvation for every man, woman and 
child in the world today. Through eyes of faith, we see them becoming our brothers and 
sisters in Christ. Ask in Jesus’ name for His salvation for many to come out of this crisis. 
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