
Undeserved Forgiveness; Unreserved Love 
Luke 7:36-50         May 3, 2020 
 
1. The introduction (36-38) 
 Pharisee extends an invitation and Jesus accepts 
  Jesus eats with anyone who invites  him 
 A sinful, unnamed woman wanders in and is overcome 
  She cannot contain her emotions 
 
2. The lesson (39-43) 
 Pharisee cannot contain his thoughts   
  (Jesus is not a prophet and does not know the sinner) 
  “Jesus answered him ”   Jesus is a prophet and knows! 
 Jesus offers a story to Simon, who politely agrees 
 Their debt was different, their inability to pay the same 
  “Now, which of them will love him more?” 

An obvious answer accepted without sarcasm 
 
3. The application (44-47) 
 Turning to the woman, he speaks to Simon 
 Do you see  this woman? (“God who sees”- Gen. 16:13) 
  “I came into your house” an invited guest 
 A failure of common courtesy , dishonoring Jesus 
  A demonstration of uncommon love, honoring Jesus 
o No water to wash Jesus’ feet vs. her tears (“heart water” ML) 
o No welcoming kiss vs. worshipful  kissing of His feet 
o No ordinary  olive oil to anoint Jesus’ head (Psalm 23:5)      

vs. expensive perfume on His feet 
 

Unreserved love is a consequence, not a cause, 
of undeserved forgiveness of _____  many sins 

  
4. The conclusion (48-50) 
 Jesus announces forgiveness of sins  (see Lk. 5:20-24) 
  The first mention of “other guests” as critical onlookers 
 All saved by faith  (Eph. 2:8);  go/live “into peace” 

Additional notes and questions 
 

This event is not equivalent to the anointing of Jesus that takes 
place in the last week of his life (Matt 26:6-13; Mark 14:3-9; John 
12:1-8). That woman “Mary of Bethany” (John 11:1-2) was not a 
sinner, and Jesus was eating in the home of Simon the leper, who, 
as a leper, could never be a Pharisee. There were two separate 
anointings.  (from netbible.org study notes on Luke 7) 
 
Why do your think that the woman in this incident from the life of 
Jesus is unnamed? 
 
 
 
 
 
Does that in any way help you identify with her? How so? 
 
 
 
 
 
Would you like to act out this story as a mini-drama? Why or why 
not? What role would you play? 
 
 
 
 
 
agree/disagree 
 Everyone who encounters Jesus ends up changed somehow. 


