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Luke 2:1-20        4th Sunday of Advent 

BIG IDEA: God alone has pure joy. It is beyond mere earthly, 
human joy. It is “joy in the Lord” (Phil. 3:1; 4:4) and therefore 
outside ourselves. (Dictionary of New Testament Theology, pp.356-61) 
 
“And if our Father’s heart is full of deep and unshakable happiness, we may be 

sure that when we seek our happiness in Him, we will not find Him ‘out of sorts’ 
when we come. We will not find a frustrated, gloomy, irritable Father who wants 
to be left alone, but a Father whose heart is so full of joy that it spills over onto all 
those who are thirsty.” Desiring God, John Piper, p.40 
 

 
1.  God’s joy spilled over when Christ was born in Bethlehem  
 

Fear not     God is not angry 

For behold I bring you  God is not passive 

Good news    God is not silent 

Of great joy   God is not depressed 

 

2.  God’s joy spills over when Christ saves sinners (Luke 15) 
 

• an attentive and brave shepherd rescues his  lost sheep 

• a worried yet careful woman searches to find her lost coin 

• a wronged yet forgiving father welcomes home his lost son 

 

3.  God’s joy spills over when Christians bear fruit (John 15:5-8) 
 

Full joy is a fruit of loving obedience (John 15:11; 1John 1:4) 

Full joy is a fruit of confidence in prayer  (John 16:24) 

Full joy is a “fruit of the Spirit” not  circumstances (Gal. 5:22) 

 

4.  God’s joy spills over when Christ’s church is purified  
 

 “for the joy set before Him, endured the cross” (Heb. 12:2) 

 Christ delights  in preparing His Bride (Eph. 5:25-27) 
 

 

God’s joy can be yours through faith in His Son, Jesus Christ. 

 

Luke 2:10 

You can read the book “21 Servants of Sovereign Joy: Flawed, Faithful, and 

Fruitful” by John Piper for FREE by downloading to your device here 

https://www.desiringgod.org/books/21-servants-of-sovereign-joy or you can 

purchase a copy at the same link or on any online bookselling website. This 

is a collection of encouraging Christian biographies to strengthen your faith. 

https://www.desiringgod.org/books/21-servants-of-sovereign-joy

