
When the Going Gets Tough  March 7, 2021 
 

The Spirit’s leading often looks differently to different people, but 
He never leads us contrary to the gospel of God’s grace. 
 
Acts 21:1-6 
 
1.  Setting—under sail towards Jerusalem (19:21; 20:22) 
2.  Rising action—first warning in Tyre 

o Understanding the Spirit (21:4 also 20:23) 
o Tension— “Don’t get on the ship to Jerusalem!” 

3.  Resolution: pray and keep moving  ahead 
 

Acts 21:7-14 
1a. Setting—under sail towards Jerusalem, again 
  Philip, the evangelist  (see 6:5; 8:40) 
   Four daughters who prophesied (see 2:17-18) 
2a. Rising action—second warning in Caesarea 

o Understanding the Spirit (21:11) 
o Tension—“Don’t go!” Agabus (see also 11:27-28) 

3a. Resolution: radical commitment to Christ (20:24; 21:13) 
         Accepting the Lord’s will, whatever comes 
 

 

Four things to do when the going gets tough 
 
Welcoming  godly advice & biblical counsel (Prov. 23:22-25) 

 
Support one another wholeheartedly  in prayer  

 
State your commitment to the Lord  Jesus (Acts 20:24; 21:13) 

 
Keep advancing  the gospel while actively trusting God 

O n  Y o u r  O w n  (better with others) 

1) Tell of a time in your life when the going was tough. Did anyone  
     in particular help you through that time? 
 

 

2) Do you admire the courage and tenacity of the apostle Paul, or  
     do you question his common sense and sanity? Explain. 
 
 
 
3) Prophecy in the NT church is not on a par with the OT writings.  
    It adds nothing to the Bible and is not the infallible Word of God. 
    It was Spirit-prompted speech given for a specific purpose to a  
    certain individual(s) and circumstance. What was the result? 
 
     Acts 15:32  ________________________________________ 
 
     1 Cor. 14:3 ________________________________________ 
 
 
4) agree/disagree 
    You should never ignore a clear warning from the Holy Spirit. 
 
 
5) What is “the gospel of God’s grace” and why would the apostle  
     Paul stop at nothing to share it with as many people as possible? 
     (Pick one of the passages below and explain it in your own words) 
 
 Rom. 5:6-8 

 2 Cor. 5:17-21 

 1 Tim. 1:15-17 

6) Spend some time as a group praying for people you love who  
     need to be saved. 
 


