
Together by Design: 
God’s Plan for His Church



The church is where 
the Holy Spirit brings together 

believers in Jesus 
according to God’s design.



The six metaphors of church in the NT
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5 out of 6 NT church metaphors have roots in OT

• Family—Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (12 tribes were his sons)
• Flock—God as Shepherd; Israel his sheep (David is key here)
• Field—the land belongs to God (Lev. 25:23)
• Bride—the books of Song of Songs and Hosea 
• Body—maybe by rejecting the LORD as their king, this was lost
• Building—Exodus (tabernacle) and 1 Kings (temple)



Four Marks of False Shepherds



Doing a job for pay 
and not caring

12 The hired hand is not the shepherd and 
does not own the sheep.  So when he sees 
the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep 
and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the 
flock and scatters it. 13 The man runs 
away because he is a hired hand and 
cares nothing for the sheep.
(John 10:12-13)



Minimizing the 
dangers
10 The thief comes only to steal and 
kill and destroy; I have come that 
they may have life, and have it to 
the full (John 10:10).
28 Keep watch over yourselves and 
all the flock of which the Holy Spirit 
has made you overseers. Be 
shepherds of the church of God,
which he bought with his own 
blood. 29 I know that after I leave, 
savage wolves will come in among 
you and will not spare the flock. 
(Acts 20:28-29)



Forgetting who’s 
in charge

The Lord is my shepherd; I have 
what I need (Psalm 23:1).

Acknowledge that the Lord is God!
He made us, and we are his.

We are his people, the sheep     
of his pasture (Psalm 100:3)



Expecting a reward 
too soon
And now, a word to you who are 
elders in the churches. I, too, am an 
elder and a witness to the 
sufferings of Christ. And I, too, will 
share in his glory when he is 
revealed to the whole world . . .
. . . And when the Great Shepherd 
appears, you will receive a crown of 
never-ending glory and honor.
(1 Peter 5:1 and 4)



Four marks of false sheep



Keeping up a 
dangerous and 
deceitful act

Beware of false prophets, 
who come to you in sheep's clothing 
but inwardly are ravenous wolves 
(Matt. 7:15).



Bullying other sheep
20 “Therefore, thus says the Lord God to 
them: Behold, I, I myself will judge 
between the fat sheep and the lean 
sheep.21 Because you push with side 
and shoulder, and thrust at all 
the weak with your horns, till you have 
scattered them abroad, 22 I will rescue
my flock; they shall no longer be a prey. 
And I will judge between sheep and 
sheep.

(Ezek. 34:20-22)



Wanting to lead a 
mini-flock
29 I know that after I 
leave, savage wolves will 
come in among you and 
will not spare the flock. 
30 Even from your own 
number men will arise 
and distort the truth 
in order to draw away 
disciples after them   
(Acts 20:29-30).



Not hearing and 
following Jesus’ voice

26 But you refuse to 
believe because you 
are not my sheep. 
27 My sheep listen to 
my voice, and I know 
them, and they follow 
me (John 10:26-27).


