
Together by Design: God’s Plan for His Church 
Mother’s Day                      May 9, 2021 
 

The church is where the Holy Spirit brings together believers 
in Jesus according to God’s design. 
 
1. The two ordinances of believer’s baptism and the Lord’s Supper 

2. The two memberships  of a church 

 Universal (Matt. 16:18) and local (1 Cor. 1:2) 

3. The four means  of grace (Acts 2:42) 

 Apostles’ teaching, fellowship, breaking of bread, prayers 

4. The six metaphors of church from the New Testament 

 F amily   F lock    F ield 

 B ride    B ody    B uilding 

  

The “family of God”  
A.  Formed on bonds of kinship  (Gal. 6:10; Eph. 2:19) 

 God our Father (Matt. 6:9; 23:9) 

 Christ our Elder Brother (Heb. 2:11-13) 

 We are His children by faith  (John 1:12; 1John 3:1-2) 
 

B.  Organized as a household  (1 Tim. 3:15; 1 Pet. 4:17) 

 

C.   Honors  both fathers and mothers alike (Eph. 6:1-2) 

Moses (Ex. 20:12); Solomon (Prov. 1:8); Jesus (Matt. 15:4-5) 

 

D.  Spirit empowers and gifts all (Acts 1:14; 2:17-18; 1 Cor. 12:7) 

 

E.  Treats everyone with respect  (1 Tim. 5:1-4; 2 Tim. 1:5) 

 

O n  Y o u r  O w n  (better with others) 

1) From today’s sermon what insight, observation or principle did  
     you find helpful, eye-opening or troubling? 
 
 
 
2) Which one of the six metaphors of church is the least familiar?  
 
 
   Find a biblical reference where each one is mentioned. 
 
 
 
3) READ Matthew 12:46-50. On what basis can someone claim to  
      be related to Jesus as a brother or sister in his spiritual family? 
 
 
 
4) How does our church honor the spiritual mothers in our midst? 
 
 
 
 
5) How do you see your role in the family of God here at First  
      Baptist of Silverton? How do others see your role? Ask ‘em J 
 
 
 
6) How can you share your spiritual gifts to bless and encourage  
     others in our church family? Be specific. Who? When? Etc. 
 
 
 
 
 


