
Forgiveness: Release. Reset. Renew 
Colossians 3:11-14       November 14, 2021 
 
1. Our differences are real  but insignificant in Christ  (11) 
 
 Racial  Greek (Gentile) or Jew 
 Religious Circumcised or Uncircumcised 
 Cultural  (civilized) or barbarian Scythian 
 Social  Slave or Free 
 
2. God chose us, makes us holy and dearly loves us    (12) 

 
3. We must put on clothes and not armor  up   (13) 
 

THE CHARACTER OF CHRIST 
34 When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion  
     on them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd.  
 
29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle  
     and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 
 
THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT 
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance,  
    kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. 

 
4. There are two ways we put on Christ’s character    (13) 
 
 a. Bearing with = putting up with; enduring 
 

b. Forgiving = “grace-gift one another” just as the Lord did you 
 

Any  grievance, complaint    “mom-fayn” µoµfhn  LOL! 

 
5. What holds people together  in a church?   (14) 
 
 agape love as described in 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 
 
 Not tied in a neat package, but bound  by cords of love 
 

L i f e G r o u p  H o m e w o r k  
 
1. Paul listed some key differences in Christians in the Colossian  
     church. Are differences today any greater (or less) challenging  
     than the ones that Paul listed? Explain. 
 
2. Read the paragraph below. There are several word choices for  
    you to choose one or the other (xxxx // oooo). Is it possible for  
    people with opposite views to still fellowship together? How? 
 
       FROM A FICTIONAL CHURCH GOER IN 2020-21 

I used to really enjoy going to church and then someone decided to 
(follow // not follow) what the state required. I thought that this was 
(brave // foolish) and indicated that people were full of (faith // fear.) 
This was in addition to all the (demonstrations // riots) about the 
(supposed // actual) inequality in the way the police do their job. This 
made me even more (encouraged // discouraged) as I saw our church 
becoming more (engaged // compromised) with the world around us. 
The last straw for me was all the (fake // real) science about the 
vaccine. The Bible seems so (relevant // out of touch) when it talks 
about Christ being bigger than our differences. 

 
3. Which one of the Christ-like character qualities do you find the  
     easiest to “put on” or wear regularly? Which is the most difficult  
     for you to practice? 
 
 
 
4. COMPARE Ephesians 4:32 and Colossians 3:13. What would  
     you tell a new Christian who is frustrated that they are having  
     a hard time forgiving? They’ve tried and it’s not working! 
 
 
 
5. Tell of a time when you put up with another believer who you  
     disagreed with about an important issue. How did it turn out? 
 
 
 
6. No church is full of people who love and forgive like Christ.  
     What is the solution? Use Scripture in your answer J  


