
The Original Audience’s Reaction to 
Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount 

Matthew 7:28-29            November 6, 2022 
 
28 When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were 
amazed at his teaching, 29 because he taught as one who had 
authority, and not as their teachers of the law. 
 
 

Four reasons to be amazed / astonished / ‘stunned / ‘blown-
away’ / startled / stunned / flabbergasted by Jesus 
 
#1 Jesus is the only authority  on what God is like 
 

authority = the right to decide and the power  to do 
 

a. Jesus’ words “You have heard, but I say unto you . . .”  
(Matt. 5:22, 28, 32, 34, 39, 44) 
 

b. “Truly, I say to you” NASB or, “I tell you the truth” NIV 
25x   50x   75x   100x  (circle one) in Matt-Mark-Luke-John 

 
 
#2 Jesus has authority to heal  and  forgive  

(Mark 2:10-12) 
 
 
 

#3 Jesus has authority to die on the cross and rise  again 
(John 10:18) 

 
 
 

#4 Jesus has absolute  authority and empowers His  disciples to 
be disciple-makers  
(Matt. 28:18-20; see Dan. 7:13-14) 

 
 

O n  Y o u r  O w n  (better with others) 
 
1. REREAD Matthew 5:1 to 7:29. Share a verse or more and tell 

why it was so impactful to you. This is your personal takeaway. 
 
 

2. What effect does Jesus’ teaching in the SOTM have on you? 
 

  None at all  mild interest  startled  mind blown 
 

3. What is the difference between being amazed at Jesus’ 
authority and living under Jesus’ authority? Which do you do? 

 
 
 

4. G.K. Chesterton wrote: “The Christian ideal has not been tried 
and found wanting. It has been found difficult; and left untried.” 
 

What about living under Jesus’ authority do you find difficult? 
 
 

5. READ Luke 4:31-37. What was the proof of the authority and 
power of Jesus’ teaching in Capernaum? 

 
 
 

6. Which one of the four reasons to be amazed by Jesus makes 
the greatest difference in your daily life? (check one) 

 

o Jesus has authority to teach what God is like 
o Jesus has authority to heal the sick and forgive sins 
o Jesus has authority to die on the cross and rise again 
o Jesus has absolute authority to empower his disciples  

to be disciple-makers 
 
 

7. READ Philippians 2:9-11 and Revelation 19:16. Who alone 
has ultimate, absolute authority? What practical steps could 
you take today to live in submission to Jesus’ authority? 


